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PROBLEMS CONNECTED WITH THE FEEDING OF ANIMALS IN 
WAR-TIME 


1.—COW FEEDING PROBLEMS IN WAR-TIME 


JAMES MACKINTOSH 
THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH IN DAIRYING 


The advent of war and the consequent interference 
with the normal importation of grain, oil seeds and 
feeding stuffs into this country have created a new set 
of conditions and given rise to numerous problems on 
dairy farms. 

It is convenient to consider these problems under 
two heads, (a) those which have to be confronted and, 
if possible, solved at once and (6) those which will 
arise later, but which by their nature, can only be 
solved by planning the cropping of the farm from this 
spring onwards. 


Present Problems. 

The chief of these arises from the material decrease 
in the quantity of cattle feeding stuffs imported into 
this country. The extent to which milk production, 
particularly during the winter, has come to depend on 
the purchase of cakes, meals and grain (usually 
described as ‘‘ concentrates’) is seldom realised in 
normal times. In an investigation into the cost of 
milk production carried out for the Milk Marketing 
Board it was found that from October Ist, 1936, to 
September 30th, 1937, the average weight of concen- 
trates used per cow on 592 farms in England and Wales 
was 22-4 cwt. of which 21-7 cwt. (or 97 per cent.) was 
purchased. Obviously, therefore, any shortage ~ of 
supplies or dislocation of distribution creates serious 
feeding difficulties. 

Concentrates are used essentially for the production 
part of the cow’s ration, and farmers have therefore 
had to consider to what extent the home-grown bulky 
foods, commonly used mainly for maintenance pur- 
poses, can also be made to meet part of the production 
requirements. 'The extent to which this is possible 
depends primarily on the quantity and quality of the 
farm-grown foods, particularly hay. Under normal 
conditions 17-18 lb. of average quality hay are suffi- 
cient for the maintenance needs of a cow of average 
size (fully 11 cwt. live weight); if 28-30 Ib. kale or 
cabbage, or 35-40 Ib. roots are also available, then 
these quantities in addition to the hay will give a 
maintenance and one-gallon ration. Also, if the hay is 
of really prime quality, then the 17-18 Ib. can be con- 
sidered adequate for maintenance and the first gallon ; 
indeed, under favourable conditions a maintenance and 
two-gallon ration can be provided by the home-grown 
bulky foods. 
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Where the farm does not at present provide sufficient 
supplies of good quality hay, or hay and roots, the 
production part of the ration must be in the form of 
concentrates. On farms with a proportion of arable 
land, some oats and tail barley or wheat will be available 
for this purpose, but these foods are low in protein and 
a food of medium to high protein content must be 
given at the same time to provide a reasonably 
balanced mixture. Where beans or peas are also 
grown a mixture of equal weights of bean meal (or pea 
meal) and crushed oats is very suitable, especially 
where ‘some succulent foods are also given. 

Rarely, however, if ever, does a dairy farm grow 
sufficient grain and pulse to meet the needs of its herd, 
hence the selection of suitable purchased concentrates 
is a common problem. Normally, herd owners solve 
it by purchasing several kinds of foods, which, when 
mixed in suitable proportions, give a balanced mixture, 
or by purchasing compounded mixtures in the form of 
cake, meal, cubes or nuts. At the present time the 
difficulties vary from farm to farm according to the 
kinds and quantities of foods which the farmer had 
bought and received previous to the outbreak of war, 
and according to the kinds and quantities obtainable 
from his usual merchants. It is at this stage that a 
knowledge of the interchangeability of foods and of 
the principles of compounding balanced mixtures is 
specially necessary. Thus, if maize in its various 
forms is unobtainable, crushed oats, crushed wheat, 
rice meal, dried beet pulp or additional roots can be 
used instead ; if none of the high-protein concentrates 
—decorticated groundnut cake or meal, soya bean cake 
or meal, decorticated cotton cake or meal—can be got, 
then meat meal, or meat-and-bone meal or the foods 
of lower protein content, such as coconut cake or 
palm-kernel cake, can be included in, as near as may 
be, suitable proportions. At this stage it is worthy of 
comment that investigations a few winters ago by the 
National Institute for Research in Dairying showed 
that the protein supply or standard for milk production 
could be lowered by some 20 per cent. without affecting 
adversely the quantity or quality of the milk or the 
condition of the cows; indeed, with good quality 
home-grown foods, a reduction of up to 25 per cent. 
(from 0-6 Ib. to 0-45 Ib. per gallon of milk) in the 
protein content of the production ration can be 
accepted without apprehension. 
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. Future Problems. 

In addition to dealing as wisely as possible with day- 
to-day difficulties, the dairy farmer cannot escape the 
more serious task confronting him of preparing for 

' the winter of 1940-41. He will have but slight chances 
of purchasing concentrates in the summer for winter 
‘use, and in particular, foods such as maize, barley and 
the cakes and meals manufactured overseas will be 
greatly reduced in quantity. Oil seeds will no doubt 
continue to arrive and these will provide by-products 
of definite value. In addition he is asked to plough 
‘up 10 per cent. or more of his permanent grass land 
which will reduce the acreage available for a hay crop 
and perhaps also the grazing area. Wisely, he is 
allowed considerable latitude in the choice of the crops 
which may be grown on newly-ploughed land eligible 
for the £2 per acre subsidy. While wheat could be 
regarded as the first choice of autumn sown crops there 
is no doubt that oats, beans, peas and kale, and even 
forage crop mixtures for soiling and linseed, should 
receive attention this spring because they can contribute 
to the supply of foods for next winter. 
’ Because all the high-protein cakes and meals come 
from overseas, either as such or as oil seeds, it was 
thought that the chief deficiency in war-time stock 
feeding would be a lack of protein, but it is now evident 


that the great reduction in the imports of maize and | 


other cereals will cause a shortage in carbohydrates 
also. To help to supply enough protein, attention 
must be directed to the growth of beans and peas, to 
the early cutting of some of the hayfields, and to the 
making of silage from grass, hay crops or forage crops 
as an alternative method of conservation. To supply the 
carbohydrate part of stock rations there will be ‘a larger 
acreage of oats and more oat straw, and on the dairy 
farm a definite increase in the area devoted to kale, 
cabbage and the most suitable variety of roots will be 
most helpful in this respect. 
The extent to which the cropping of the farm must 
be changed, the choice of suitable crops and the degree 
-to which the numbers and kinds of stock must be 
adapted to the new conditions present a series of 
problems which can only be solved by careful thought, 
an open mind and determined application. 


Mr. Thomas Peacock, of Cheshire, was re-elected 
»President of the National Farmers’ Union at a meeting 
_ of the Council in London. The Council also agreed that 

W. Hewitt should continue in office as Vice- 
t. 


’ The exigencies of the war have caused the Ministry 
*of Agriculture’s well-known Journal to make quarterly, 
instead of monthly, appearances and the first quarterly 


number is now on sale. Its price is unchanged at six- © 


pence. 


Thirty-nine years of age, there has died at Woodhouse 
Eaves, Leicestershire, the famous war horse Songster, 


which served with the Leicestershi 
1914-1918, wi icestershire Yeomanry from 
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HEAT REGULATION IN ANIMALS, 
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO 
TROPICAL CONDITIONS 


O. KESTNER 


The temperature of the warm-blooded animals does 
not change appreciably in spite of large diffzrences in 
the environmental temperature. ‘They possess a heat- 
regulation, or thermo-regulation mechanism, enabling 
them both to maintain their normal body-temperature 
in the arctic and in the sunshine of the hot and humid 
tropics. The heat-regulation mechanism is a funda- 
mental feature of the physiology of ths human species 
and of the higher animals, but the functioning is 
different in different species. Th: importance of 
efficient heat-regulation lies in the fact that extra 
energy is consumed where the heat-regulation is 
inefficient, and so the amount available for milk, meat 
production, etc., is reduced and the lack of efficiency 
so produced often lowers resistance to disease. 


Metabolic Influence. 

Most birds and small mammals (mice, rats, rabbits 
and small dogs) burn and oxidise more food and body- 
material in a cold environment and consequently need 
more food in a cold climate or during winter-time. 
They have a minimum metabolic rate in an environ- 
mental temperature of 77° F., and at 62° the rate is 
some 30 to 40 per cent. higher. The newborn lamb 
and the human baby react at once to low temperatures 
with an increased metabolism. Because the intake of 
food cannot be increased appreciably in such small 
animals, cold weather may be dangerous for lambs, 
and the human baby has to be protected against cold 
air throughout the non-tropical world; newborn 
rabbits, mice and birds live in warm nests. A special 
adaptation is found in nestling birds ; they adopt an 
incomplete form of metabolic heat-regulation. The 
rise in their metabolism in cold weather is limited by 
the fact that when a considerable fall of the tempera- 
ture of the surrounding air occurs, their body tempera- 
ture falls. While young mammals die when their body 
temperature falls, young nestling birds are able to 
withstand a fall in body temperature. This lowering 
of the temperature and body metabolism of nestling 
birds is an advantage during cold weather, for they 
then need less food on account of their low metabolism. 
This is a good example of the well-considered plans of 
nature, for during a cold spell in May or June the 
parents may have trouble in obtaining insects for 
feeding them. 

In large mammals, the metabolic heat-regulation 
mechanism is a mere emergency-reaction. Man moves 
his arms and legs or shivers involuntarily in cold 
winds. In shorn sheep or in store cattle on main- 
tenance rations, the rate of metabolism increases in 
cold weather, but this does not occur in well-fed 
animals. During a hot summer, or in the tropics, the 
so-called basal metabolism of men (measured in the 
morning before breakfast) is a little lower than in 
winter or in Europe; during the day there is no 
difference in different climates. The ruminants cannot 
diminish internal combustion even in the tropical sun- 
shine. Nearly all large tropical animals look for shade 
and sleep during the hot hours of the day, and man 
adopts this habit even in Southern Europe, In Naples 
the man on the street shakes his head if he sees the 
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Northern or American visitor rushing ftom one 
museum to the next—‘‘ Dogs and foreigners walk in 
the mid-day sun ; we like the shade.”’ If body tem- 
perature is not regulated efficiently and the body 
temperature rises (as in a fever) the metabolism rate 
increases and energy, which would otherwise be 
available for production purposes, is dissipated. This 
frequently happens when European breeds of cattle 
are exported to the tropics, to the extent of making 
them more susceptible to disease. 


Evaporation of Water. 

The second form of thermo-regulation is the 
evaporation of water from the lungs. The lungs have 
a large surface (estimated to be 30 times larger than 
the skin-surface). The air leaving the lungs has a 
temperature of about 90° F., and is saturated with 
water-vapour. In temperate climates the inspired air 
is cooler and contains less water; the differences 
between the inspired and expired air may be large in 
cold and dry air or with deep respiration occurring 
during and after heavy muscular work. By the 
evaporation of | litre of water in this way 580 calories 
are withdrawn from the body. This evaporation does 
not involve any special physiological mechanism ; it is 
a physical process and so is not regulated in any way, 
but it has to be considered. The efficiency of heat 
regulation depends upon the temperature, the dryness 
of the air, and the depth and frequency of respiration. 
The bulk of the heat formed during and after heavy 
muscular work leaves the body in this way and we 
can therefore understand why hot air temperatures 
and high humidity interfere with muscular work, and 
why both dry air (heights, Mediterranean area, heated 
rooms) and lower temperatures (Northern Europe) 


increase human and animal efficiency. But the dry ~ 


air makes men and animals dependent upon a copious 
water supply. Low barometric pressure increases the 
rate of evaporation of water ; the air of the mountains 
is therefore physiologically drier for animals than 
would be expected from the meteorological data. 

Small amounts of water are evaporated physically 
from the skin in the same way as from the lungs, with 
a consequent dissipation of heat. 


Vaso-Dilatation and Constriction. 


The third form of thermo-regulation is a special gift 
of nature to man—his naked skin ; few animals share 
the advantage. The human skin is rich in the finest 
blood vessels, the capacity of which can be changed 
immensely. They can be widened so that a stream of 
warm arterial blood runs through the capillaries, 
causing the skin to become suffused and warm and 
give off body heat easily to the surrounding air. The 
same vessels can also, when required, be contracted ; 
most are completely closed, and the others become so 
narrow that the bloodstream is reduced to minute 
amounts, so that body heat is conserved. The sub- 
cutaneous connective or adipose tissue lying imme- 
diately under the skin is poor in -bl vessels and 
when the skin-blood vessels are’ empty or nearly 
empty, both tissues, skin and adipose tissue, surround 
the body like a thick overcoat of material that is a bad 
conductor of heat. This living overcoat even in com- 
paratively thin persons is more efficient than our 
woollen clothes. "The metabolic regulation of heat 
functions slowly and costs food and oxygen; the 
human heat regulation method carried out by the 
vessels of the skin, does not cost any calories or oxygen 
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and is effective in less than one minute. It is one of 
the superior characteristics of man which enables him 
to tolerate all climatic conditions and has helped to 
make him ruler of the Earth. 

Naturally the reaction is innate, but the degree ‘of 
perfection is very different in different individuals ; 
all men can walk and jump but few are Olympic 
champions. Delicate, pale, undernourished city 
children, sent by health officers to convalescent homes 
at the seaside, have often a very bad skin capillary 
reaction upon arrival. Sea-bathing and sea air improve 
the speed and perfection of the reaction and this may 
be used as proof of successful cure. 

This skin reaction does not seem to be very common 
in animals, but it is observed in the large ears of the 
rabbit, the elephant, and in the dog. It can best be 
observed in white rabbits. In cold air the animal lays 
the ears down on its back; they appear to be white 
and at the most only a few large blood vessels can be 
seen. In warm air and sunshine, however, the ears 
are set upright and if they are held against the light the 
observer will be surprised at the large number of blood 
vessels which are to be seen. The elephant fans its 
large, thin ears in a hot environment ; Bengt Berg has 
shown this in his film. 

During maximum vascular dilatation, the amount of 
blood running through the capillaries of the skin may 
be so high that the digestive organs are partially 
deprived of blood. In an experiment, medical students 
were given the same dinner (soup, steak and mashed 
potatoes), the first day in a room at the usual 
temperature, the other days in a room the temperature 
and humidity of which were tropical. Three hours 
after the meal, examination of the stomach contents 
in the tropical room showed them to be quite abnormal ; 
the secretion of gastric juice was greatly diminished 
and the food was leaving the stomach but slowly. It 
is known that onions and curry stimulate the stomach 
glands and muscles. When onions were added to the 
food, the secretion and the movements of the stomach 
were improved, but were not normal; with curry 
added, however, they became quite normal: Curry is 
popular in the tropics and onions are in Southern 
Europe, the climate of which is intermediate between 
that of Northern Europe and the tropics. 


Secretion of Sweat. 


The fourth method of heat-regulation is the secre- 
tion of sweat by sweat-glands of the skin. 'These are 
found only in small localised areas of the skin in some 
animals ; e¢.g., in cats in the paws. "They are spread 
over nearly the whole skin and used for heat-regulation 
only in man, the horse and the donkey. The evapora- 
tion of the water from the sweat withdraws about 
580 calories of heat from the body for each litre lost. 
The quantity of sweat was formerly under-estimated 
since the bulk disappears rapidly as water vapour ; we 
see and feel only the small residue which remains. 
The loss of water is very high in hot weather ; in seven 
hours of mountain climbing 4 to 6 litres were recorded 
as lost; in a football match 4 litres, and during the 
time.of a boat race, 2 litres. It is generally known 
that untrained men lose more sweat than well-trained 
men, due to the differences in the relative metabolism 
of muscle in the trained and the untrained. In the 
tropics perspiration is the chief means of human heat- 
regulation. Some features of perspiration are often 
neglected. 

(1) The evaporation of sweat readily occurs in arid 


76 No. 5. Vor. 52. 


climates and at high altitudes. Near the Equator bu 
at 2,500 feet above sea-level I: met a missionary who 
boasted that he had lived ten years in the tropics 
without any leave, to which I answered, ‘‘ You do not 
really live in the tropics.” 

(2) The most valuable tropical plantations may be 
situated at sea-level where the air is saturated with 
water-vapour ; here sweat streams off but it cannot be 
evaporated and so is of no use in the regulation of 
body temperature. The nights are worse than the 
days. In the Cameroons I used the invention of the 
ancient Egyptians who put semi-porous water-jugs in 
the sun which cooled the water by evaporation. I 
had small cylinders of unbaked clay, filled with water 
and closed ; evaporation was possible only through 
the walls of the cylinders. The amount of this 
evaporation was as follows: in my room hardly any 
water was evaporated ; in the shade, | to 2 c.c., and 
in the sun 8 to 10 c.c. per hour. 

In tropical sunshine, evaporation of sweat is highly 
efficient, and therefore in spite of the strong radiation 
heat-regulation is easier in the sunshine than in the 
shade. There is little or no danger of sunburn since 
the heat rays are absorbed by a special lipoid in the 
sweat—a design of nature. He who wishes to be 
bronzed by the sun goes to the seashore or over the 
glaciers, where the cooling winds prevent any per- 
spiration. 

(3) The heat of the sun’s rays is due to the infra-red 
and red rays, which have a high power of penetration ; 
a relatively large amount penetrates the white human 
skin and heats the inner organs more than the skin, 
hence the danger of sunstroke and other disturbances. 
A skin rich in pigment absorbs more heat rays, or 
these are diffusely dissipated by the pigment, so that 
they warm the skin only ; thus the pigment of the skin 
protects the inner organs. The skin is only the seat 
of the sense-organs for heat and cold. Our heat- 
regulation is a “ reflex ” the origin of which lies in the 
skin. When the heat rays pass through the skin 
unabsorbed, they do not stimulate the heat-sense 
organs. The greater the absorption of the heat rays 
by the skin, the stronger is the stimulus to the sense- 
organs which initiates the ingenious mechanism of 
heat-regulation. If the white man going to the tropics 
is well advised, he begins to bronze his skin on the 
deck of the steamer and continues cautiously to do so 
during his tropical stay. For the same reasons the 
farmer and the missionary who are exposed to sun- 
shine stand the climate better than the clerk and the 
merchant. 

(4) Sweat is rich in salt (NaCl). In seven hours’ 
climbing (in sun with no winds but with a heavy ruck- 
sack) 10 to 12 grs. of salt are excreted in the sweat ; in 
the tropics without any muscular work 4 to 8 grs. per 
day are so excreted. Negroes working on plantations 
have a large salt allowance and insist upon it. Water 
and salt are stored in the human body as well as in 
those of horses and donkeys. The storage of salt 
occurs in the skin and the muscles for the purposes of 
perspiration and the use of the digestive glands. The 
water and salt from the digestive secretions are 
reabsorbed in the intestine, but the water and salt 
from the sweat are lost and must be replaced in due 
course. If they are not, indigestion will ensue. The 
intake of water is provided for by thirst ; most soups, 
eggs, potatoes and meat require salt to give them the 
right flavour. The health of saddle-horses is endan- 
gered in hot countries without plenty of salt. 
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HEAT REGULATION IN HIGH 
TEMPERATURES 


N desert areas, due to the lack of water, there are 

usually a low relative humidity, intense sunlight and 
strong winds. Owing to the dryness, the ground has 
a low specific heat, less than a quarter that of water, 
with the result that surface temperatures may reach 
80° C. or more. At night the ground surface cools 
very rapidly (owing to the lack of moisture) so that 
ground temperatures may range over 60°C. in 
24 hours. 

In the wet tropics, on the other hand, there is a 
high relative humidity, diffuse sunlight and relatively 
little wind. The ground is moist and there is little 
temperature variation ; it may be as small as 1° C. 
over several days and nights. This is due to the 
dense vegetation, rain and the small amount of air 
movement. 

Animals which under present conditions may have 
been bred in temperate climates, have to be able to 
adapt themselves to two widely different forms of hot 
climate. The efficient working of such animals is 
dependent upon their inherent physiological 
mechanisms for dissipating heat and the recognition 
by their owners of the limits to which such animals 
may be safely subjected. 

In recent years, the most valuable contributions to 
our knowledge in this field have come from the 
United States. The work of Dill, Bock, Edwards, 
Kennedy, Talbott and Michelsen on man and 
animals subjected to high temperature and varying 
humidity is worthy of special mention. 

Perhaps the most striking work done by these men 
has been that on heat cramps, in which the conditions 
under which men were working in steel mills and at 


In the tropics, one finds some horses called “ dry 
sweaters ’’ which fail to sweat when galloped ; and 
these when put into training may die of heat stroke. 
It is possible that their salt metabolism is affected in 
some way. 

In addition to metabolic regulation, capillary- 
regulation and sweat-regulation of body temperature, 
most living beings have special habits and adaptations 
which can be regarded as subsidiary means of con- 
trolling body temperature at the optimum level. 
The close observer of animal life is always meeting 
such habits and the breeder of farm animals trans- 
ported to a new climate has to consider the important 
question of heat-regulation—and the limit to which 
it can be controlled. 

It is hoped that this outline of the physiological 
problems involved in heat regulation, based mainly 
on experiments on man and laboratory animals, will 
be of use to those who are engaged in increasing the 
production of domestic animals in the tropics, giving 
them some foundation on which to base their observa- 
tions and experiments. ve 
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‘he Hoover Dam were studied. The results showed 
that these painful and even fatal attacks were due to 
salt depletion—the salt being lost by excessive 
sweating. The addition of 0-1 per cent. of salt to 
‘he drinking water prevented heat cramps. ‘The men 
‘n the mills drink about 2 gallons of water containing 
)-1 per cent. salt, i.e. 9 grammes in 8 hours. 

The administration of salt has also been shown to 
‘educe the incidence of heat exhaustion. Cardiac 
»atients are also more sensitive to heat. It*may be 
‘hat the salt loss and the consequent reduction of 
water held in the body reduces the blood volume 
thereby contributing to the large number of circu- 
iatory failures in heat. 

The results of experiments which have been 
obtained with man cannot always be said to hold good 
for animals. For example, man loses weight due to 
salt loss by sweating. He cannot regain his original 
weight by drinking as his body is unable to retain all 
the water unless adequate salt has been added. The 
dog on the other hand, maintains his weight, as his 
only means of losing salt is via the saliva which drops 
from his mouth. The dog therefore, loses little salt 
and is able to equalise water output and intake. ‘The 
dog is ill adapted to work in great heat, particularly 
when sunlight is intense, since his dry skin can 
acquire a temperature above his own body tempera- 
ture. A dog dissipates his heat by panting, which, 
contrary to general belief, blows off so much carbon 
dioxide that while the alkalinity apparently causes no 
inconvenience to the dog, it is sufficient to make a 
man dizzy or even induce tetanic cramps. 

The transport of the desert in the United States 
is the donkey. Preliminary experiments have been 
carried out on the donkey by Dill e¢ al. in the desert 
near Boulder City, Nevada. 

The donkey is amply provided with sweat glands. 
These animals do not pant even in hard work. Their 
sweat, however, contains little salt with the result 
that there is a rise in the chloride concentration in the 
blood during the day’s work without drinking water. 
In man and dogs, when water is withdrawn from the 
blood as a result of sweating, there will be an increase 
in the proteins in the plasma since protein does not 
escape from the capillaries. In the donkey, on the 
other hand, the concentration of plasma protein 
remains remarkably constant even when there is a 
12 per cent. loss in body weight caused by sweating 
or when the quantity of water drunk at the end of 
work restores this loss of weight. It appears there- 
fore, that in the donkey, the capillary wall is unusually 
permeable to protein. (Protein passes out of the 
capillaries when the blood loses water and enters the 
capillaries via the lymph flow when water is regained.) 

[t is obvious from the foregoing that domestic 
animals react differently to high environmental 
temperatures. Reliable information as to the 
‘cactions involved in any particular species can only 
»e obtained by a systematic analysis of the composi- 
‘on of the blood and sweat combined with observa- 
tions of the body temperature and weight, and a 
complete record of the environmental temperature 
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and humidity whether it be in the field or in the 
laboratory. 

Unfortunately, the problem of dry sweating in, 
horses has not yet been worked out—partly owing to 
the difficulty and expense of performing laboratory 
experiments under controlled conditions with such 
large animals. Data similar to that collected regard- 
ing the dog and the donkey in hot climates would, in 
all probability, suggest a profitable line of approach 
to this problem. 

For those interested, ‘“ Life, Heat and Altitude,” 
by Dill, Harvard University Press, summarises, in a 
very readable form, all recent work of importance in 
this field and will put the reader in touch with the 
current literature. 


CLINICAL COMMUNICATION 


EARLY SEPTICAEMIA IN ANTHRAX 


N. S. BARRON, M.R.C.V.S., B.Sc. 
THE UNIVERSITY, READING 


Prevalent opinion, supported by text-book informa- 
tion, holds that the invasion of the blood stream by 
B. anthracis in bovines takes place very seldom unless 
death is imminent. Then the organisms may be found 
in the blood of any peripheral vein in large numbers. 
That there are exceptions to this general rule is shown 
by the following case brought to my notice by a 
colleague. ‘ 

History.—Three Red Devon store bullocks had died 
in circumstances suggesting B. anthracis infection and 
two of these were confirmed by the Ministry of 
Agriculture. In view of the situation the temperature 
of all the in-contact animals was taken. One was 
found to be 103-0° F. A cotton-wool blood-swab was 
forthwith taken from the ear vein of this beast and 
smears were made and stained with methylene blue. 
Examination showed 10 to 20 organisms in every field 
in short chains with much capsular débris. 

Diagnosis.—A tentative diagnosis of anthrax was 
made. 

Symptoms.—At noon, when the temperature was 
taken, the animal was standing looking listless with 
head down and not eating. At 6 p.m. he was down 
and semi-comatose in a stall to which he had been 
moved. The eyes were sunken and the feet, horns 
and skin were cold. Respirations were short and 
exaggerated and there was general restlessness. 

Treatment.—It was found impossible to obtain the 
required serum, and it seemed that little could be done 
for the animal. Oxygen under pressure was, by way 
of experiment, forced into the subcutaneous tissue all 
over the trunk and neck. The animal was then left. 
It was not until 24 hours later that the animal 
succumbed. 

REMARKs.—It would have been interesting to observe 
the animal during the last 24 hours and, if the pre- 
sumption is accepted that the oxygen postponed the 
hour of death, it would also have been of value to 
observe the result of further subcutaneous inflation. 

The case was confirmed by the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture on the swab and smears referred to. Thus it is 
evident that bacilli were present in the blood stream 
at least 30 hours before death and six hours before the 
animal was treated in any way. 


== 
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ABSTRACTS 


[ASCORBIC: ACID CONTENT OF MILK OF VARIOUS 
SPECIES AS INFLUENCED BY ASCORBIC ACID 
INJECTION AND DIET. Rasmussen, R., Bocarrt, R., 
and Maynarp, L. A. (1939.) Proc. Soc. Exp. Biol. 
Med. N.Y. 39. 3. 502-505. (1 graph, 1 table, 
5 refs.).] 

The ascorbic acid content of the milk of the ewe, 
cow, mare, and guinea-pig was determined by the 
titration procedure, using 2, 6-dichlorophenolindo- 
phenol. 

A ewe receiving alfafa hay and grain was milked for 
nine weeks, commencing two weeks after lambing, and 
gave 25 to 40 mg. ascorbic acid per quart. The intra- 
venous injection of 5 grammes of ascorbic acid caused 
a 50 per cent. rise of this substance in the milk within 
twelve hours, and then a rapid drop to the previous 
value. A similar effect was noted in two cows. 

Six mares gave ascorbic acid values of 27 to 115 mg. 
per quart over a long period on various diets. The 
values were highest when the mares were on succulent 
pasture. 

The milk of guinea-pigs was studied in relation to 
diet. One animal on crushed oats, hay, and a small 
quantity of grass gave 108 to 112 mg. ascorbic acid 
per quart. Another entirely on green grass gave 
397 mg. A guinea-pig receiving grass and 40 mg. 
ascorbic acid in addition, for 17 days prior to parturi- 
tion, gave milk with a value of 711 mg. per quart. 
Five pregnant animals kept on a diet low in ascorbic 
acid for a few days gave young which showed signs of 
scurvy in six days. 

It is concluded, therefore, that the ascorbic acid 
content of milk is influenced directly by the nature of 
the diet. 

D. D. O. 


[THE EFFECT OF CHURNING ON THE VITAMIN A 
AND CAROTENE CONTENT OF MILK FAT. Henry, 
K. M., Kon, S. K., A. E., Wuirte, P. (1939.) 
J. Dairy Res. 10. 1. 114-117. (1 tab., 3 refs.).] 
Since it has been suggested that the aeration to 

which milk is exposed during churning may lower the 

vitamin A and carotene content of its fat, the amounts 
of these factors in churned fat were compared with those 
of ether-extracted fat from the same milk. Fourteen 
samples in all were tested by spectrophotometric and 


Lovibond tintometer methods. Assuming that there - 


was no loss of vitamin A or carotene in_ ether- 
extraction, it was found that some carotene was always 
lost during churning. The vitamin A content, how- 
ever, is not appreciably altered. 

D. D. O. 


[CALFHOOD VACCINATION AGAINST BANGC’S 
DISEASE. (1) EFFECT ON ACGCLUTININ TITRES 

AND RESULTS OF FIRST PREGNANCIES. Harpen- 

ro J. G. (1939.) J. Amer. Vet. Med. Ass. 94: 

The injection of living relatively non-virulent 
Br. abortus caused no serious systemic effects in calves 
from three to nine months old. Some local swelling 
and rise of temperature was recorded but soon sub- 
sided. A pronounced rise in the titre of the serum 
was produced by the injection but in 80 per cent. of 
625 heifers the test became negative after four to 
six months. In the remaining 20 per cent. the titre 


was maintained at a low level indefinitely. This was 
not found to be associated with actual infection. 
Multiple injections had no advantage over the single 
injection. The results of the first pregnancies of 143 
vaccinated heifers were compared with those of 73 
non-vaccinated. ‘The number of abortions due to 
abortus infection in the vaccinated group was 2-4 per 
cent. while in the control animals it was 6-2 per cent. 
A considerable loss was experienced from the necessity 
of disposing of those heifers in which the titre did not 
become normal before the first calving since reacting 
animals were not allowed in the milking — w 
P. S. W. 


[A CASE OF TUBERCULOSIS IN AN _ AFRICAN 
ELEPHANT. (Trans. title.) Ursain, A., DECHAMBRE, 
E. (1939.) Bull. Soc. Path. Exot. 30. 12.] 


A case of tuberculosis is described in an African 
elephant for the first time. The animal, which had 
lived in a menagerie for twelve years, became ill 
suddenly and died the same day. 

Autopsy revealed extensive lesions in the lungs. 
The right lung was completely filled with pus with 
numerous large nodules of connective tissue. In the 
left lung there were purulent nodules, pus, and masses 
of greyish fibrous tissue. Bacteriological examination 
showed numerous tubercle bacilli. 

D. D. O. 


ok * * 


[ON A SEX DIFFERENCE OF THE HISTAMINE CON- 
TENT OF THE BLOOD OF THE RAT. Rose, ; 
1939.) Proc. Soc. Exp. Biol. Med. N.Y. 39. 306-307. 

| fig. 4 refs.).] 

The whole blood histamine content of 40 male and 
34 female rats was studied. The average content of 
the male group was found to be 0°035 gamma per c.c., 
whereas the average of the female group was 0°06 
gamma perc.c. The significance of this sex difference 
is obscure. Neither adrenalectomy nor ovariotomy 
alters the resting blood histamine, although it has been 
determined that the histamine content of the ovary is 
ten times that of the testes (Gaddum and Dale.— 
Gefassererweiternde Stoffe der Gewebe, 1936. 42.) 

D. D. O. 


On September 8th the Treasury announced the sus- 
ection for the time being of licences issued under 
tion 8 of the Finance Act, 1936. The Treasury now 
give notice that they will consider applications for licences 
to import, free of duty, goods intended to be used in 
scientific research. Such applications, which should be 
addressed to the Secretary, H.M. Treasury, Whitehall, 
London, S.W.1, must be made on behalf of educational 
institutions, hospitals or recognised scientific laboratories 
(including laboratories maintained by industrial organisa- 
tions or consultants) and must be- accompanied by a 
written statement by. the responsible professor or director. 
* 


The scheme for providing milk in schools has been 
resumed for all children of school age now in London. 
More than 200 voluntary milk clubs have been organised 
by teachers at schools and certain other premises which 
children attend for some form of instruction. 

* * * * * 

Lady Selby, wife of the British Ambassador to 
Portugal, has presented, on behalf of the R.S.P.C.A., a 
veterinary ambulance to the Portuguese Association for 
the Protection of Animals and a sum of money to the 
Portuguese League for Defence of Animals. 
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NATIONAL VETERINARY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND IRELAND 


Quarterly Meeting of Council 


The January, 1940, meeting of the National Veterin- 
ary Medical Association of Great Britain and Ireland 
was held on Wednesday, the 10th of the month, at 
the Connaught Rooms, Kingsway, W.C.2, when, 
despite the prevailing difficulties, there was a satisfac- 
tory attendance. 

The President (Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodger, M.R.c.V.s.) 
occupied the Chair and there were also present : 


| 
| 


Messrs. D. J. Anthony, E. F. Beckett, H. E. Bywater _ 


(Hon. Treasurer), E. Clark and E. R. Corrigall, Pro- 
fessor J. F. Craig, Messrs. P. Crosfield, H. W. Dawes, 
J. B. Dier and J. J. Dunlop, Dr. J. T. Edwards, 
Messrs. G. Elmes, A. A. Forsyth, J. Fox and L. St. 
Bel Golledge, Lt.-Col. H. Greenfield, Messrs. O. V. 
Gunning and R. C. G. Hancock, Dr. T. Hare, Messrs. 
J. R. Hewer, J. Campbell Hill, S. Jennings, T. H. 
Jones and N. S. King, Major H. Kirk, Dr. J. McCunn, 
Messrs. W. R. McKinna and H. T. Matthews, Pro- 
fessors Wm. C. Miller, W. M. Mitcheli, Dr. R. F. 
Montgomerie, Messrs. E. Brayley Reynolds, C. F. 
Shawcross, G. Silcock, T. R. Thomas and Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge (Hon. Secretary), together with Mr. F. 
Knight (General Secretary). 

At the outset of the proceedings, the PRESIDENT 
said that to all those who were not present at the Com- 
mittee meetings he took that opportunity of wishing 
them all that they could wish themselves during the 
coming year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of Council, 
having been published in the Veterinary Record, were 
taken as read and signed by the President as correct. 

Apologies for absence were received from the 
following: Professors G. F. Boddie, T. G. Browne, 
Messrs. Donald Campbell, A. J. Cattell, F. Chambers, 
Dr. G. O. Davies, Messrs. Brennan DeVine, P. F. 
Dolan, H. Scott Dunn, E. P. Edwards, A. Gofton, 
S. F. J. Hodgman, J. W. H. Holmes, H. Tudor Hughes, 
W. W. Lang, J. W. McIntosh, S. J. Motton, R. Barons 
Nelder, C. W. Ottaway, R. H. H. Over, J. H. Poles, 
D. S. Rabagliati, J. N. Ritchie, A. Robertson, N. J. 
Scorgie, Dr. A. W. Stableforth, Messrs. H. P. Standley, 
Jun., W. Lyle Stewart, A. Thomson (Glasgow), 
A. H. Watson, T. Wilkinson, Professor G. H. 
Wooldridge and Mr. T. L. Wright. 

The PRESIDENT observed that he thought that he 
might report that Mr. McIntosh, one of their oldest 
members, in expressing his regret that he could not be 
present, sent his good wishes to all the members 
present and said that he hoped to be present on the 
next occasion. Mr. McIntosh, under pressure, had 
agreed to continue his membership of the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee, of which he was so good 
a Chairman for so many years. (Applause.) 


CORRESPONDENCE 


The only item of correspondence before the meeting 
was a letter from Mr. Grahame Edgar, Hon. Secretary 
of the Australian Veterinary Association, dated 


September 20th, 1939, and which was in the following 
terms :— 


“T have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 
15th ult. forwarding greetings from the National Veter- 
inary Medical Association Conference at Great Yarmouth 
on July 27th last. ‘ 

I have very much pleasure on behalf of the President 
and Council of this Association in conveying reciprocal 
greetings to the National Veterinary Medical Association.” 


Membership of the Association 


The SECRETARY reported that the number of mem- 
bers after the last meeting of Council was 2,176. 

Obituary.—The Secretary now read the obituary 
list, as follows, the members standing in tribute to the 
memory of the deceased members : Messrs. A. Millar 
(Bishop’s Stortford), S. Young (Coggeshall), G. White- 
head (Batley) and W. L. Little (Reading). 

Resignations.—The following list of members who 
had resigned was read by the Secretary: Messrs. 
John Stewart (Maidstone), R. E. C. Bullen (Godal- 
ming), R. H. Connochie (St. Boswells), C. Crowhurst 
(Bodmin), Dr. H. H. Curson (Pretoria), Messrs. 
Oswald Dixon (Blandford), D. M. Gray (Newcastle, 
Staffs.), A. H. Hunter (Ministry of Agriculture), 
T. W. Lepper (Aylesbury), T. J. Maguire (Ennis- 
killen), J. Newhouse, G. V. Slinn (Birkenhead), 
Colonel A. Smith (Seaford), Major H. Bone (Jesmond), 
Messrs. H. Edie (Southampton), W. J. Radford 
(Brixham), Miss A. B. Slade (Nayland), Messrs. 
J. G. Crowhurst (Rothley, Leicester), C. W. Perrin 
(Folkestone), A. Walker (West Derby, Liverpool), 
P. Snaith (Bishop Auckland), F. W. Robards 
(Dartford), R. C. Crowhurst (Maidstone), E. A. 
Wilshaw (Ivybridge), E. F. Wood (Chester), R. G. 
Smith (Lancaster), G. J. Furness (Derby), F. C. 
Heathcote (Crowborough), J. W. Whittick, T. R. R. 
Hoggan (Canada) and J. M. Robertson. 

The PRESIDENT observed that he regretted, as the 
Council would also, that this was such a formidable 
list. He had looked into most of these resignations 
and the majority seemed to be submitted either on the 
grounds of economy or of advancing age or retirement 
from practice. Not a few said that they had con- 
sidered resigning for a number of years and now the 
need for economy had led them to do so. Perhaps if 
any member of Council present knew any of those 
concerned he might be able to use his influence to 
induce them to reconsider their decision. 

Major Kirk, speaking in reference to those on the 
list who had intimated that their resignations were 
submitted on the grounds of economy, asked if it 
would be advisable to offer them membership during 
the war at half subscription, this concession to be 
made as a war measure. 

The PRESIDENT replied that he thought that would 
be a very dangerous precedent because he could 
imagine quite a number of people in that room who 
might, on similar grounds, be constrained to apply 
for reduced membership subscription. As he had 
said, a list of such proportions was a cause of great 
regret to all of them and he thought it might be as 
well if he read some of the reasons given. 

The President proceeded to do this—difficulties (of 
one sort or another) featuring largely among the 
explanations ; others simply making reference to 
advanced age. Several of the members” specified 
individuals on the list whom they expressed themselves 
as willing to approach with a view to reconsidering 
their decision. These offers were gratefully accepted 
and the President reiterated his desire that all members 
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—e follow this excellent lead where opportunity 
ered. 

Professor CRAIG suggested that in the case of those 
who had given no reason for resigning a letter should 
be sent asking them to reconsider their decision: it 
should be pointed out that it was most important, 
particularly at this stage, that membership of the 
Association should be maintained. 

The SEcRETARY corroborated the President’s asser- 
tion that this course already had been adopted. 

The resignations having been accepted with regret, 
the PRESIDENT said that there was another list of names 
to report, viz. of those members whose names had 
been removed under Article 30. 

The SecreTARY read the list and added that all the 
members concerned had, of course, had numerous 
reminders that their subscriptions were overdue, but 
without result. The number of members thus affected 
was 26, 

The PRESIDENT said that he was afraid that the 
Council had no option but to confirm that—unless 
any member knew one or more of those individuals 
personally. Several members undertook to approach 
certain of the gentlemen concerned. 

New Members.—The following, whose nomination 
forms had been filled in and who had paid their sub- 
scriptions, were unanimously elected members of the 
Association, on the proposal of the PRESIDENT : Messrs. 
W. S. Biggar (Castle Douglas), Ilan Davison (Banbury), 
Desmond Dodd (Midsomer Norton), H. C. Driver 
(Hampstead), F. W. N. Forbes (Magherafelt), Miss 
M. Fussell (Reading), Mr. J. T. Gray (Ballinluig), 
Miss M. E. Hanman (Selby), Messrs. R. B. Hornby 
(Preston), F. Jagger (Shrewsbury), Miss A. E. Kemp 
(Hertford), Messrs. M. H. Khan (Hendon), R. Smith 
Leask (Dulverton), J. G. McGreevy (Greenock), Dr. 
A. Moldawsky (London), Messrs. E. Perker (Thirsk), 
A. Ratter (Liverpool), P. G. Redmond (Ammanford), 
A. Semple (Girvan), P. L. Soothill (Wallington), 
J. E. M. Spellman (Wickham Market), D. W. B. 
Taylor (Sherborne) and D. G. White (Tanganyika). 

The Secretary having intimated that that gave the 
Association a membership of 2,138 as against 2,176 
at the last meeting, the PRESIDENT observed that he 
was sure they all much regretted that diminution in 
membership : it was the first setback the Association 
had encountered for a long time. He thought, how- 
ever, it was possible that they would have a consider- 
able accession to their ranks from the new graduates 
and that would bring the numbers up. 

The SECRETARY stated that in that connection he 
ought to point out that it was only a few days pre- 
viously that he had received the list of new graduates 
from Dr. Bullock and these would all be approached. 


Reports of Standing Committees 


Finance and General Purposes Committee. 
The PResIDENT said that all members of Council 


would have received a copy of the minutes of the last. 


meeting but one held by the Committee—that which 
took place on November 23rd. He would ask the 
Secretary to read the minutes of the meeting which 
took place on the day previous to that meeting of 
Council and then they could discuss them, if they 
wished, together. 

The reports were as follows :— 


A meeting of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee was held at 36, Gordon Square, W.C.1, on 


Thursday, November 23rd, 1939, with the President 
(Mr. H. W. Steele Bodger) in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, as published in 
the Veterinary Record of October 28th, were taken as 
read and signed as correct. 


Arising therefrom : — 

(i) The President stated that the Resolution passed by 
the Council at its last meeting suggesting that a deputa- 
tion should be sent to the Home Office with a view to 
securing effective official recognition of N.A.R.P.A.C. in 
centres throughout the country had been laid before the 
National A.R.P. Animals Committee. Representatives of 
N.A.R.P.A.C. had interviewed the Home Office upon 
this Resolution being brought to the notice of that Com- 
mittee, and Circular No. 267 had been issued to all 
Local Authorities as a result. 

After a lengthy discussion, it was decided to suggest to 
the Chief Executive Officer of N.A.R.P.A.C. : — 

(a) That a copy of Circular No, 267 should be sent 


- to all County, Regional and Divisional Veterinary Officers 


of N.A.R.P.A.C., if this has not already been done. 

(b) That a Conference of County Veterinary Officers 
of N.A.R.P.A.C. should be held at an early date to 
discuss any local difficulties or other points: that this 
Conference should be held in London, and that the 
President of the Association should be asked to act as 
Chairman. 

(c) That travelling expenses should be allowed to those 
attending the Conference. 

(d) That arrangements be made with the Home Office 
for N.A.R.P.A.C. personnel to participate in local A.R.P. 
exercises. 

It was further decided that, subsequent to the aforesaid 
Conference, Divisions of the N.V.M.A. should be 
requested to call a special meeting to provide an oppor- 
tunity for their members to discuss N.A.R.P.A.C. 
arrangements and make any recommendations they deem 
desirable. 

(ti) The President reported that with the object of 
assisting members to obtain adequate supplies of petrol, 
arrangements had been made for certain members of 
the profession (in most cases the Hon. Secretary of the 
Local N.V.M.A. Division) to act as Liaison Officer 
between veterinary surgeons in the area and the Divi- 


. sional Petroleum Officer; also for the N.V.M.A. to take 


up direct with the Mines Department cases where the 
D.P.O. had already exercised his discretionary powers to 
the full. 

The question of the expenses incurred by Liaison 
Officers was raised in letters received from the Hon. 
Secretary of the Eastern Counties Division and the Hon. 
Secretary of the Lancashire Division. 

It was decided to notify Divisions that the N.V.M.A. 
agreed in principle to these expenses being defrayed by 
the Association, but would like to have an indication of 
the amount likely to be involved and to know whether 
the Divisions would be willing to contribute a proportion 
of the cost. 

(iti) It was decided to defer to the next meeting con- 
sideration of the question whether a recommendation 
should be made to the Council that the arrangements 
for \ 1940 Congress of the Association be not proceeded 
with. 

(iv) The Committee were pleased to hear that the 
Parliamentary Science Committee had been re-constituted 
under the title of “The Parliamentary and Scientific 
Committee.” It was decided that a letter be sent express- 
ing the gratification of the Association at the resuscitation 
of the Committee and giving an assurance of continued 
support. 

e Secretary stated that the files, etc., of the former 
Parliamentary Science Committee had been transferred 
by arrangement with Mr. S. F. Markham, M.pP., from 
36, Gordon Square to more suitable storage accommoda- 
tion at the offices of the Library Association. 

(v) A letter was received from Mr. A. S. Ferguson 
regretting his inability to serve on the Appointments 
Committee, and it was understood from the President 
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that it was not convenient at present for Mr. G. H. 
Livesey to join the Organising Committee. It was left 
to the Officers of the Association to make a recommen- 
dation to the Council for the filling of these vacancies. 

Supply of Drugs Direct to the Farming Community in 
Northern Ireland.—It was reported that, as previously 
agreed, a letter had been addressed to the Divisions 
requesting their co-operation in preventing any leakages 
of drugs to the lay public, and that letters had been 
received from a Northern Ireland member and a well- 
known firm of chemical manufacturers expressing appre- 
ciation of the Association’s action. 

Second Floor Rooms of 36, Gordon Square.—The 
Committee agreed that no further steps should be taken 
to let the rooms on the second floor in view of the full 
use which was now being made of them by the National 
A.R.P. Animals Committee. 

“VETERINARY RECORD” ADDITIONAL COSTS’ OF 
PropucTION.—Letters were received from Messrs. 
H. R. Grubb, Ltd., referring to additional items of 
cost in production of the Veterinary Record owing to 
the War, and asking the Association to agree to an 
adjustment of their charges. 

This matter was referred to the President, the Hon. 
Treasurer and the Chairman of the Editorial Committee 
to discuss with Messrs. Grubb’s representative. 

Pouttry INpustry Apvisory COMMiTTEE.—A report 
was made to the Committee on representations addressed 
to the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries regarding 
omission of a member of the veterinary profession from 
the membership of the above-named Committee, and 
also as to the Parliamentary action which had been taken 
simultaneously. 

The Committee passed a vote of thanks to the President 
for his part in making these representations. 

MEMBERS OF THE PROFESSION AND RELEASE FROM 
Miuitary Service.—Letters were submitted in connec- 
tion with the request received from a member for the 
help of the Association in securing his release from 
military service. 

It was decided to address a further communication to 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries on the matter, 
and to send them copies of the communications received 
by the Association from two local agricultural organisa- 
tions supporting this member’s application. 

A letter was read from the Central Division on the 
adverse financial effects of the present crisis on private 
practice, and asking that action should be taken to make 
it possible for veterinary surgeons who wish to join some 
branch of His Majesty’s Forces in consequence, to be 
accepted as volunteers. 

It was agreed to accede to the request contained in 
this letter that a notice should be inserted in the Veter- 
inary Record with a view to ascertaining the names of 
those members of the profession desirous of seeking other 
means of livelihood for the period of the War. 

It was further agreed that the President and Major 
Kirk should confer with the Secretary, R.C.V.S., to see 
whether he thought that the Royal College would agree 
to joint action should the response to the Record notice 
justify representations. 

ConTROL OF Megat and Live Strocx.—The Secretary 
read a letter which had been sent to the Ministry of Food 
on November 3rd; a Resolution received from the York- 
shire Division, and comments on the situation created by 
the Government’s scheme received from Col. Dixon 
through Mr. A. H. Watson. 

After discussion, it was decided to appoint a Committee 
to draw up a case for presentation to the Ministry of 
Agriculture, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of 
Food, and to take such other steps as they may deem 
essential, in consultation with the Officers of the Asso- 
ciation, to further the interests of the profession in this 
matter. 


It was further decided : — 


(a) That the following be invited to serve as members 
of this Committee: Messrs. DeVine, Anthony, Bywater, 
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Dixon, Gofton or Abbott, Grace, Hayhurst or McCleery, 
and Prof, Miller. 

(b) That they be allowed expenses on the Association’s 
scale for attendance at its meetings. 

(c) That the first meeting be held on Tuesday, 
November 28th, and that members of the Committee be 
asked to send their views in advance, so that they may 
be collated in time for the meeting. 

Vacant Post oF ADVISER ON ANIMAL HEALTH AT 
THE COLONIAL OFFice.—A letter was read from the 
Colonial Office intimating that Mr. MacDonald had 
decided to defer filling this appointment, in view of the 
changed conditions brought about by the outbreak of war, 
and of the urgent necessity for economy in national 
expenditure, but adding that the desirability in principle 
of making the appointment was fully recognised and that 
the matter will be reviewed as soon as may be found 
practicable. 

After discussion, the Committee unanimously agreed 
that the decision to defer an appointment should be 
opposed, and the drawing up of a letter to the Colonial 
Office was left to the Hon. Secretary and Prof. Miller. 

ACTIVITIES OF VETERINARY INVESTIGATION OFFICERS. 
—Consideration was given to a communication from the 
Hon. Secretary of the Society of Veterinary Practitioners 
objecting to a circular issued by the Veterinary Depart- 
ment of an Agricultural Institution, regarding a laboratory 
service for streptococcal mastitis, which, in common with 
a second circular relating to contagious abortion, had 
been sent to a number of farmers and veterinary 
surgeons. 

After consideration, the Committee decided to make 
representations to the Ministry of Agriculture with 
regard to the contents of these circulars. : 

Caretaker.—An application having been received from 
the caretaker, it was decided that her wages be increased 
by 5s. to £1 per week for the duration of the war in 
consideration of the additional work she is being called 
upon to do in consequence of the use of 36, Gordon 
Square by the National A.R.P. Animals Committee. 


A further meeting of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee was held at 36, Gordon Square, W.C.1, on 
Tuesday, January 9th, 1940, with the President in the 

hair. 

The minutes of the meeting held on November 23rd 
were approved and signed. 

SUPPLEMENTARY SUPPLIES OF PETROLEUM FOR VETER- 
INARY SURGEONS.—Information was laid before the Com- 
mittee as to the expenses incurred by members acting as 
Liaison Officers to Divisional Petroleum Officers, and 
replies were received from a number of Divisions to the 
Committee’s enquiry whether they were willing to make 
some contribution towards any expenses claimed by the 
Liaison Officer acting for the area covered by the 
Division. 

It was agreed to advise the Divisions that in view of 
the small total of the claims so far presented, the 
Association had decided to reimburse these, but that 
if a certain Division wished to contribute to the expenses 
incurred by their local Liaison Officer, the N.V.M.A. 
would welcome such assistance. 

CoNnGRESS AND ANNUAL GENERAL MeeTING, 1940.—In 
view of the changed conditions brought about by the 
war, the Committee decided to recommend to the Council 
that the arrangements for holding the 1940 Congress of 
the Association at Southport be abandoned; the question 
of the date and place of the Annual General Meeting was 
left over for consideration at a later meeting. 

Membership of Committees —The Committee decided 
to support the following recommendations of the Officers 
of the Association: “That Professor T, G. Browne and 
Mr. A. H. Watson be nominated to serve on the Organis- 
ing Committee and the Appointments Committee 
respectively, in place of Mr. G. H, Livesey and Mr. 
A. S. Ferguson, who are unable to do so.” 
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“ VETERINARY Recorp” AppiITIONAL Costs oF PrRo- 
DUCTION.—The Committee left its appointed representa- 
tives to pursue the matter of an adjustment of Messrs. 
H. R. Grubb’s prices in connection with the production 
of the Veterinary Record in the light of the changes which 
the Editorial Committee have made in the type used 
for the Record. 

Pou.try Inpustry Apvisory COMMITTEE.—The Com- 
mittee expressed their thanks to the President and the 
Hon. Secretary for the further representations made by 
them in person, which had led to the appointment of 
Professor T. Dalling as a member of the Poultry Industry 
Advisory Committee. 

MEMBERS OF THE PROFESSION AND RELEASE FOR 
Miuitary Service.—The Secretary reported the number 
of members who had responded to the notice inserted by 
the Committee in a recent issue of the Record. A letter 
was also read from a woman graduate. 

The Committee requested the President to explore the 
situation by re-opening informal discussions with the 
other bodies concerned, namely the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, the Army Veterinary Service and the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, the first approach to be 
made to the R.C.V.S. 

A letter was read from Captain H. G. L. Harvey, 
expressing his thanks for the help given by the Association 
in obtaining his release from Army service. 

Vacant Post oF ADVISER IN ANIMAL HEALTH AT THE 
CoLoniaL OrrFice.—The Committee approved a further 
letter which had been addressed to* the Under-Secretary 
of State for the Colonies protesting against the decision 
of the Secretary of State to defer an appointment to the 
vacant post of Adviser on Animal Health owing to the 
war. A letter was read from the Colonial Office acknow- 
ledging receipt of the Association’s communication; 
promising that the Association’s representations would 
receive the careful consideration of the Secretary of State 


and intimating that a reply would be sent as soon as 


possible. 

ACTIVITIES OF VETERINARY INVESTIGATION OFFICERS.— 

Further consideration was given, in the light of the 
enouiries made by the Chairman, to the circulars on 
mastitis and contagious abortion issued by the Veter- 
inary Department of an Agricultural Institution. 
_ It was decided to write to the Veterinary Department 
concerned, the local Division, N.V.M.A., and_ the 
Ministry of Agriculture, and to review the matter further 
when their replies had been received. 

Arising from the foregoing, a sub-committee consisting 
of Mr. J. R. Barker, Prof. T. Dalling, Mr. R. C. G. 
Hancock, Mr. G. P. Male, Dr. A. W. Stableforth and 
Mr. W. G. Wragg, was appointed, with the following 
terms of reference : — : 

“'To consider the principles governing field trials as 
affecting research workers and practitioners.” 


ANIMALS (ANAESTHETICS) Act, 1919.—The following _ 


were appointed a Committee to draft recommendations 
for the amendment of the Animals (Anaesthetics) Act, 
1919: Professor T. G. Browne, Mr. G. P. Male, Mr. 
Brayley Reynolds, Professor Wm. C. Miller, Professor 
W. M. Mitchell and Professor J. G. Wright. 

The hope was expressed that in view of present circum- 
stances the initial stages of this Committee’s work might 
be carried out by correspondence. 

Poisons and Dangerous Drugs.—It was decided to 
adopt a recommendation from the Editorial Committee 
that the article by Dr. Bullock entitled “ Poisons and 
Dangerous Drugs—a Summary of Regulations for 
Veterinary Surgeons,” which appeared in the Veterinary 
Record of December 3rd, should be made separately 
available by reprinting 1,000 copies for sale at 2d. a copy 
post free. 

Drug Supplies—tIt was decided to publish in the 
Veterinary Record a notice intimating that if members 
had any difficulty in securing certain chemicals and drugs 
which are manufactured in this country, they should 
communicate with the N.V.M.A. in order that the 
situation might be explored. 


Parliamentary and Scientific Committee——A letter 
having been received from the Secretary of the Parlia- 
mentary and Scientific Committee, expressing the hope 
that the Association would continue its support, the 
Committee gave authority for the subscription for the 
current year to be paid. 

Tue Nationa A.R.P. AnimaALs CoMMITTEE.—The 
Committee received the following resolution from the 
Royal Counties Division : — 

“The National A.R.P. Animals Committee has been 
discussed at a meeting of the Royal Counties’ 
Division. The members are in sympathy with the 
aims of the scheme, and are willing to participate.” 

TrEASURER’s Review.—The Hon. Treasurer gave a 
verbal review, based on available information, on the 
income and expenditure of the Association during the 
past year. 

It was pointed out that the Association was calied upon 
to meet extraordinary expenditure in connection with the 
activities of the National A.R.P. Animals Committee, and 
the Hon. Treasurer was asked to raise this point with 
that Committee with a view to a minute being passed 
by them that would permit of reimbursement to the 
Association if and when funds permit. 

In the meantime the Treasurer was authorised to meet 
the expenses of the President in acting as Liaison Officer 
to the National A.R.P. Animals Committee. 

Corporation Duty.—In view of information that had 
been obtained, it was decided to pay, without appeal, an 
extra claim for Corporation Duty arising out of the 
Association’s occupation of 36, Gordon Square. 


The PREsIDENT having intimated that the reports 
were now open for discussion, 

Dr. Hare said that the minutes of the meeting of 
November 23rd recorded that representations were 
made to the Ministry of Agriculture to secure a mem- 
ber of the profession upon the Poultry Industry 
Advisory Committee. He would like to express his 
congratulations to the President and to the Committee 
for having made those representations and for having 
secured the appointment of Professor Dalling. 

The PRESIDENT intervened to point out that they had 
secured the appointment of a member of the veterinary 
profession to that Committee but that Professor 
Dalling was not appointed as the Association’s nominee: 
he was selected by the Ministry of Agriculture and they 
were only too glad to leave the matter at that. 

Dr. HARE enquired whether Professor Dalling would 
in that case be charged with representing the policy 
of the Association, or would he be entirely independent? 

The PRESIDENT replied that they would leave it to 
the good sense of Professor Dalling. He was not 
directly representing the Association; but he was 
representing the veterinary profession. 

Dr. Hare asked if the President thought it might 
desirable that the Association should declare its policy 
at that or at a subsequent Council meeting, or whether 
it would be advisable to summon a meeting of the 
Poultry Advisory Committee. He would like to draw 
attention to the policy hitherto declared by the 
Government, which seemed to him to be most unfor- 
tunate for the country, in that it encouraged the “ back 
yarder” and discouraged the professional poultry 
farmer. As the Council was aware, there had been 
an active press campaign to promote the feeding of 
poultry by “ back yarders ” though the Minister had 
already declared his policy of restricting very con- 
siderably the food available to the professional poultry 
farmer. He thought the profession could contribute 
some facts of profound importance on that policy, and 
one was that the incidence of preventable disease 
amongst the “ back yarder” type of poultry keeper 
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was considerably higher than amongst professional 
poultry farmers. The reason was that the “ back 
yarders,” in the vast majority of cases, knew nothing 
about animal management. It seemed to him abso- 
lutely absurd that they should be attempting to feed 
some ten or more million birds in the hands of people 
like that, who would waste food and not produce an 
amount of eggs or utilise the birds in any way com- 
parable to the professional poultry farmers. 


It was a wastage of food and of stock. Moreover, 
they were increasing the incidence of disease by mis- 
management, neglect and ignorance. He thought the 
profession should enquire closely into the position. 
It might not be possible just then, but he thought it 
was incumbent upon them, before many weeks passed, 
to express their considered views upon the policy of 
the Government. It would be a very considerable 
encouragement to the professional poultry farmer to 
know that they had the backing of the veterinary pro- 
fession. .The professional poultry farmer was obvi- 
ously a man who knew how to make the most of his 
stock, and to think that the Government was deliber- 
ately penalising those men, and particularly the 
breeders, upon whom the country would be dependent 
for the replenishment of sound stock after the war, 
was a retrograde policy and one upon which the pro- 
fession should express its view. Since Professor 
Dalling was representing the profession, he thought 
the Council might leave it to the President to invite 
Professor Dalling to represent such views as he (Dr. 
Hare) had expressed when he went to his Committee 
meetings. If Professor Dalling could express such 
views as the considered opinion of the veterinary pro- 
fession, he thought it would add greatly to the delibera- 
tions of the Committee and it would be a great 
encouragement to the representatives of the breeders 
on that Committee. 


The PRESIDENT said that he would bear in mind 
what Dr. Hare had said. He would like to point out 
that it was made very clear both to the Hon. Secretary 
and to himself that this Committee did not in fact 
intend to consider the question of disease at all. 
Personally he rather considered it a victory for the 
profession, because the Minister of Agriculture 
definitely maintained the position that no question 
affecting the veterinary profession would arise because 
no question of disease would arise on the agenda or 
would be considered by the Committee, but virtually 
they accepted the principle that a member of the pro- 
fession should be put on the Committee because it was 
a live-stock committee. Secondly, the Minister of 
Agriculture, as Dr. Hare was aware, had stressed the 
point that he anticipated in the near future having to 
make a recommendation to poultry keepers to reduce 
their stocks with the exception of breeding stocks in 
view of the critical situation with regard to feeding 
stuffs. However, he would convey to Professor 
Dalling the views which Dr. Hare had expressed. 


A discussion now took place on the reference in the 
report to the action decided upon by the Committee 
in the light of the replies received in response to a 
recent notice in the Veterinary Record, in an endeavour 
to meet the wishes of members who desire to volunteer 
for military service. 

Mr. Matz, who raised the matter, pointed out that 
there were no commissions to be obtained in the 
R.A.V.C. and expressed strong opposition to any 
attempt to interfere with the reservation of veterinary 


surgeons. He moved, as an amendment, that that 
paragraph be omitted. 

The PRESIDENT enquired if that matter was not 
rather altered and covered by the minutes of the 
previous day’s meeting ? ; 

Mr. MALE replied that at that meeting he had been 
very much opposed to the suggestion and that was his 
reason for bringing the matter up again. He would 
like to know what were the “ other bodies ” concerned. 

The PRESIDENT stated that it had been made quite 
clear at the meeting of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee that the bodies were the R.C.V.S., 
the Ministry of Agriculture and the Army Veterinary 
Service. 

Major Kirk made the point that, under the existing 
circumstances, the practices of certain members were 
much reduced, yet they were debarred from taking 
employment under the Government, and Dr. HARE 
added that this was the ground upon which the Central 
Division had introduced the matter. 

The PRESIDENT commented that that point was of 
course recognised at the meeting held the previous day ; 
the whole of that correspondence was read and the 
matter was discussed in the light of the communication 
received from the Central Veterinary Society. 

Dr. HARE suggested that there might be established 
at Gordon Square, a bureau whereby the names of 
those colleagues who write to the President informing 
him of their present position might be put before, not 
only members in the country who might be disposed 
to engage assistants, but also before Government 
departments—particularly in connection with the 
inspection of food. 

The PRESIDENT replied that the Association already 
was doing that. They had this list; they had 
recently added to it the names of a number of people 
who had agreed to participate in the scheme for 
absentee practitioners as published in the Veterinary 
Record only a few months ago. 

Dr. HarRE expressed the view that that scheme was 
entirely inadequate. Whether the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons might feel it undesirable to con- 
sider altering the present reservation of students or 
not was a matter they should leave in the hands of the 
President to discuss with the President of the R.C.V.S., 
but there were other measures they should take as 
a Council. 

The PRESIDENT here quoted the reference in the 
report of the Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee, as follows: “‘ The Committee requested the 
President to explore the situation by re-opening 
informal discussions with the other bodies concerned, 
namely the Ministry of Agriculture, the Army Veterin- 
ary Service and the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons; the first approach to be made to the 
R.C.V.S.” The object of re-opening discussion with 
those bodies who, after all, were the bodies primarily 
concerned with the profession at that time, was with 
a view to seeing what arrangements could be made for 


getting work for those members, without, however, 


removing the profession from the list of reserved 
occupations. He thought no one would wish the 
veterinary profession to be lifted out of that list. 

On the proposition of Mr. Dawgs, seconded by 
Major Kirk, the Council now resolved itself into 
committee. 

On the resumption of open meeting, the following 
resolution was passed :— 

“That the resolution as passed by the Finance 
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and General Purposes Committee, namely that 
‘the Committee requested the President to 
explore the situation by re-opening informal dis- 
cussions with the other bodies concerned, namely 
the Ministry of Agriculture, the Army Veterinary 
Service and the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons ; the first approach to be made to the 
R.C.V.S.” be adhered to.” 


The Council were given to understand that no 
approach would be made to the Ministry of Labour. 

Professor CRAIG stated that as the matter was of 
interest to the R.C.V.S., any action must be taken in 
association with the R.C.V.S. and that in the first 
instance the only approach should be made to them. 

The PRESIDENT replied that that was understood. 

Dr. HarE now moved, as an amendment, “‘ That the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons be invited to 
appoint a Joint Committee with the Association to 
explore the whole position of reservation and of 
employment of the profession in time of war.”” . 

The amendment was not seconded. 

The PRESIDENT intimated that now the Council 
would proceed to discuss the remainder of the two 


reports of the Finance and General Purposes Com- ° 


mittee. 

The Council resolved itself into committee to con- 
sider a matter arising in reference to the second report 
of the Committee on the circulars on mastitis and con- 
tagious abortion issued by the Veterinary Department 
of an Agricultural College. 

In Council the following resolution was carried 
unanimously on the motion of Colonel GREENFIELD, 
seconded by Dr. Woo.pripGE :— 


“That the action taken by the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee in this matter be 
endorsed.” 


Colonel GREENFIELD now rose to speak on a matter 
referred to in the minutes of the meeting of the Finance 
and General Purposes Committee held on November 
23rd, namely “‘ It was further decided that subsequent 
to the aforesaid Conference, Divisions of the N.V.M.A. 
should be requested to call a special meeting to provide 
an opportunity for their members to discuss 
the National A.R.P. Animals Committee’s arrange- 
ments and make any recommendations they deem 
d:sirable.’”” The point he wished to raise was that they 
had in the National A.R.P. Animals Committee a 
national organisation to which the National Veterinary 
Medical Association was committed. Its operations 
were held at their own headquarters and its activities 
were reported in their own paper. Their President, 
the President-Elect and Hon. Secretary, and their 
Hon. Treasurer were leading members in it. He had 
been assured that the participation of these leading 
members was purely incidental, accidental and for- 
tuitous, but as far as the profession was concerned the 
activities of the National A.R.P. Animals Committee 
were those of the N.V.M.A., and he rose to suggest, as 
he had done before, that if the profession, and particu- 
larly the ‘‘ National,”’ takes any active part in a move- 
ment, the activities should be run through the Branches 
and Divisions of the N-V.M.A. The whole point of 
that turned on the fact that men were appointed as 
County Officers, some of whom showed little, if any, 
association with the “ National,” and they again 
appointed and recommended other people who were 
not imbued with the spirit of those of them who 
worked for the Council of the N.V.M.A. He realised 
that the scheme had been organised in a hurry, but he 
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did suggest that any activities of the “‘ National ”’ 
should be run through its Divisions and by the men 
recommended by the Divisions. 

The PRESIDENT observed that he did not know 
whether the Council wished to discuss that point. 
What Colonel Greenfield had said was entirely true, but 
it was a coincidence that the Officers of the Association 
had been placed in the positions which they occupied 
on the National A.R.P. Animals Committee. The 
Association’s representative on the National A.R.P. 
Animals Committee had been Dr. Wooldridge, and he 
was not put into that position because he was Hon. 
Secretary or President-Elect, but because he was Dr. 
Wooldridge. Mr. Bywater came on to the Committee 
because of his knowledge of A.R.P. affairs, not because 
he was Hon. Treasurer of the Association. He himself 
had been invited on to that Committee by the Chairman 
of the National A.R.P. Animals Committee-—agreed, 
possibly because he was President of the Association 
and they were using their headquarters. His position 
was that of Liaison Officer between the veterinary pro- 
fession and the animal welfare societies, and Chairman 
of the Appeals Sub-committee. 

They could, of course, easily shelve this matter and 
say the appointments to act as Regional or other 
Veterinary Officers of the National A.R.P. Animals 
Committee were made by Colonel Stordy, the Chief 
Executive Officer; this would, however, be unfair 
as they were made in consultation with the officers 
and with members of the Association. If mis- 
takes had been made (and, of course, some had) 
then they stood to be shot at, but after all everyone 
made mistakes at times. Further than that he could 
not say. 

Dr. Hare: “ Am I not correct in reminding you 
that Dr. Wooldridge was in fact appointed to 
the National A.R.P. Animals Committee by the 
Central Emergency Committee of this Association ? ” 

Professor CratIG said that he would like to move 
“* That the action taken by the executive of the Associa- 
tion with regard to the National A.R.P. Animals 
Committee be endorsed.” 

Mr. BrayLey REYNOLDS seconded this and.-the 
motion was carried. 

Dr. Hare said that he would like to draw attention 
to the circular letter issued by the Chief Executive 
Officer of the National A.R.P. Animals Committee and 
in particular to the resolution passed at a conference 
called on November 2nd by the National A.R.P. 
Animals Committee. This resolution was incorporated 


- by the President in his admirable New Year message, 


published in the Veterinary Record. The President in 
his New Year message had made it clear that the meet- 
ing which passed that resolution (incorrectly stated to 
have been passed unanimously) was a meeting of 
the National A.R.P. Animals Committee and not of 
the N.V.M.A. But the wording of the Chief Executive 
Officer’s circular letter, which was printed and issued 
to the profession marked “confidential ’’ would 
imply that it was a meeting of the N.V.M.A.; it 
did not state clearly that the meeting consisted of 
certain members of the profession and’ certain lay- 
men. He thought that fact should be emphasised. 
He wanted to say, further, however, that those laymen 
joined in a vote on what he regarded as a matter 
of profound professional importance, because that 
resolution read: “‘ That no offer of assistance of 
any description for the National A.R.P. (Animals) 
Committee be accepted from any person engaged in 
the treatment of animals for private pecuniary gain 


| 
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other than members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons.” The vote was not unanimous ; because 
one veterinary surgeon present vehemently opposed 
the resolution despite the fact that there were five 
members of the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons who voted for it. In the presence 
»f such distinguished persons he, of course, as the one 
voting against it, felt that his views were extraordinarily 
insignificant. 

The PREsIDENT: “ Did you, in fact, vote against 
it—or did you abstain from voting ? ” 

Dr. Hare replied that he did vote against the 
resolution. The only point he had in mind in raising 
it now was not to embarrass the President and his 
worthy colleagues who were doing admirable work for 
the National A.R.P. Animals Committee but because 
he thought the wording of that resolution most unfor- 
tunate, for by that wording they were recognising 
whole-time officers of animal welfare societies as on 
an equality with members of the profession. He had 
found, when discussing the matter with a number of 
influential lay people who were concerned with the 
National A.R.P. Animals Committee, that they regarded 
some of the lay helpers as equal to veterinary surgeons. 

The PrREsIDENT: ‘ But you would be able easily to 
disabuse them.” 

Mr. MATTHEWs : 
of order.” 

Dr. Hare replied that it did come up on the minutes 
because he was going to press for that resolution to be 
further considered by the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee and then submitted to the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons for their observations. 
This was on the section of the agenda under 
National A.R.P. Animals Committee to which 
Colonel Greenfield had already spoken. 

Dr. WooLprRIDGE observed that the letter to which 
Dr. Hare had first referred had been issued by the 
Chief Executive Officer of the National A.R.P. 
Animals Committee. 

Dr. Hare enquired if he was meant to understand 
that all the National A.R.P. Animals Committee’s work 
had nothing to do with that Council ? 

The PRESIDENT replied that that was the case ; there 
was nothing which Dr. Hare was raising which could 
legitimately be brought up. 

Dr. HarRE commented that that was the only place 
in the whole of the agenda of the Council meeting under 
which he found an opportunity of airing his views on 
the National A.R.P. Animals Committee. Would the 
President permit somewhere else on the agenda for a 
discussion to be raised on this subject ? 

The PresipeNt: “If there is time : 
other business.’ ” 

Dr. MONTGOMERIE now requested that, as it was so 
long since the report had been read, they might hear 
again that section dealing with finance. 

Before the meeting proceeded further, however, 
yr. WootprincE asked at this point to be allowed to 
express to the Council the thanks of the Chief Executive 

‘)fficer of the National A.R.P. Animals Committee for 

‘he splendid way in which veterinary practitioners 
‘nroughout the country had responded to his request 
‘or voluntary service. Colonel Stordy was most 
nxious for him (Dr. Wooldridge) to express his 
ippreciation to the Council on that occasion. _ 

The PRESIDENT now read the minute relative to 


“T suggest that this is quite out 


‘ 


under ‘ any 


“nance. 
Dr. Montcomerte said that he did not wish to 
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embarrass the President or the Officers of the Associa- 
tion, but in certain conversations he had had men- 
tioned to him the amount of money which the Associa- 
tion appeared to be spending on the National A.R.P. 
Animals Committee. Some of the members who had 
spoken to him had had in mind the question of 
reimbursement. Another point was whether the 
services that the “ National ” was giving were being 
appreciated. He raised the matter in order to give 
one of the officers an opportunity of enlarging upon 
the point and of making the position plain to the 
members. 

Mr. BywarTer (the Hon. Treasurer), in the course 
of a statement in reply, detailed the arrangements made 
with the Technical Branch of the National A.R.P. 
Animals Committee—use of the offices of the 
N.V.M.A., provision of clerical assistance, etc.—and 
concluded by assuring the Council that the National 
A.R.P. Animals Committee had given the “‘ National ” 
an undertaking that they would be reimbursed for 
expenses incurred and the services they had rendered. 

Dr. Monrcomerig thanked the Hon. Treasurer for 
his reply, stating that he had not raised the matter in 
any sort of critical spirit, but to give an opportunity 
for just such a statement as had been made. 

Mr. Bywater added that the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee had felt it desirable to ask 
the National A.R.P. Animals Committee to pass a 
resolution regarding reimbursement, though he did 
not think for a moment that it was really necessary. 

The PRESIDENT now moved the reception and adop- 
tion of the reports and the motion was carried 
unanimously without further discussion. 


Parliamentary Committee and Veterinary Officers and 
Public Health Committee. 


Mr. O. V. GuNNiING (Chairman) read and moved 
the reception and adoption of the following report of 
a joint meeting of the above Committees :— 


A joint meeting of the Parliamentary Committee and 
the Veterinary Officers and Public Health Committee 
was held at 36, Gordon Square,.W.C.1, on Wednesday, 
January 10th. 

It was agreed to recommend to the Council that these 
two Committees should amalgamate for the period of the 
war. 

In anticipation of this recommendation being accepted, 
Mr. O. V. Gunning was appointed Chairman and Mr. 
J. R. Barker Deputy Chairman. 

The minutes of the previous joint meeting, held on 
January 5th, 1937, were taken as read and signed. 

MEMORANDUM TO THE MINISTRY OF Foop.—The 
Committee received the memorandum which had been 
te on the instructions of the Finance and General 

urposes Committee and presented to the Ministry of 
Food, relating to the urgent need for supervision of food 
animals, carcases and carcase by-products. The recom- 
mendations made were read to the Committee and it was 
reported that copies of the memorandum had also been 
forwarded, with a covering letter, to the Minister of 
Agriculture, the Minister of Health, and the Secretary of 
the Department of Health for Scotland. 

It was resolved that the grateful thanks of the Associa- 
tion should be expressed to Prof. Miller for his help in 
the preparation of this memorandum and to those mem- 
bers engaged in municipal work who had furnished . 
information. 

The matter was left in the hands of the Officers of the 
Association, the Chairman of the Joint Committee, and 
Prof. Miller to take such further action as may be found 
necessary and to considera suggestion that the British 
Medical Association should be approached for support. 

With regard to a-letter from Mr. J. Campbell Hill 
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drawing attention to the fact that in parts of South Wales 
there was no meat inspection by veterinary surgeons and 
that cases of illness caused by Trichina spiralis had 
occurred, it was decided that further details should be 
obtained from one of the persons affected—a member 
of the profession—with a view to their publication in 
the Veterinary Record. 

Ripinc EstaBLisHMENTS Act, 1939.—It was reported 
that the Association of Municipal Corporations was 
unable to accept the Association’s proposal for a 
meeting to discuss uniformity in the number of inspec- 
tions and remuneration under the Riding Establishments 
Act, 1939, as that Association was of the opinion that 
the subject is one to be dealt with by the local authorities 
concerned. 

It was the feeling of the Committee that the minimum 
fee for inspections under that Act should be one guinea 
per inspection plus mileage, and that there should be a 
minimum of four inspections per annum. If this recom- 
mendation is acceptable to the Council, it is suggested 
that it should be brought to the notice of the appropriate 
local authorities. 


Dr. Hare asked if they could have details of the 
memorandum sent to the Ministry of Food. Had the 
Ministry of Food given any indication of their appre- 
ciation of the value of the employment of veterinary 
surgeons in the service on the lines which he (Dr. 
Hare) had expressed in his letter to the Veterinary 
Record in November; secondly, if they proposed 
employing veterinary practitioners in part-time 
service ? 

Professor MILLER, replying to Dr. Hare, said that 
he thought Dr. Hare’s purpose would be served if they 
were to have the recommendations contained in the 
memorandum read out. 

The PRESIDENT commented that he had been asked 
by Mr. DeVine to express his congratulations to 
Professor Miller and his collaborators. Mr. DeVine 
considered it the finest memorandum ever drawn up 
for presentation by the Association. (Applause.) 

SECRETARY now read the recommendations, as 
ollows :— 


(a) There should be established a cadre of Super- 
visory Export Officers who should be specially well 
qualified in scientific meat examination and inspection, 
should be thoroughly familiar with all details of disease 
control in live stock, abattoir management, and should 
have a good knowledge of the by-products industry. 
These officers should act in a supervisory capacity and 
be responsible for ensuring uniformity in the standards 
of meat inspection within each area, and should be 
available in a consultative capacity in questions of doubt 
or uncertainty, to guide and advise the locally-situated 
inspectorate. 

(b) At each of the larger slaughtering centres where 
no satisfactory system of ante- and post-mortem super- 
vision and inspection already exists, the Minister should 
instruct the Local Authority, either directly or via the 
Ministry of Health, or the Department of Health for 
Scotland, that it is imperative that such a system be 
established forthwith. Where there are insurmountable 
local difficulties to the establishment of such a system, 
the Minister of Food might consider appointing his own 
officers direct. ‘ 

(c) In the smaller centres, where the turnover may 
not warrant the appointment of a staff, arrangements 
should be made for a grouping of such centres into a 
geographically accessible composite area, under the 
charge of an inspectorate. 

(d) A uniform system of inspection should be estab- 
lished and the standards of condemnation of carcases or 
parts of carcases should be enforced equally, so that on 
the one hand the public health may be safeguarded and 
on the other undue wastage of meat may be avoided. 


(e) The greatest care should be taken to ensure that 
animals awaiting slaughter are under good hygienic con- 
ditions, are subjected to veterinary supervision and control 
and that immediate steps are taken to deal with any 
diseased or suspected animal, not only to safeguard 
public health, but to avoid unnecessary suffering, 
inefficiency and waste of human food. ; 

(f) When contagious (notifiable) disease is diagnosed 
in a slaughtering centre, immediate steps should be taken 
to inform the local veterinary practitioner as well as to 
comply with the statutory regulations which provide for 
notification to the Police who are responsible for inform- 
ing the Animal Health Division of the Ministry of 
Agriculture. In this way more active steps could often 
be taken to identify the extent and origin of disease and 
to control the centre of the outbreak. 

(g) Animals sent in for emergency slaughter, carcases 
of animals slaughtered at farms and sent into meat centres, 
and all organs from such animals, should be kept separate 
from animals and carcases which are to be or have been 
dealt with in the normal manner. 

(h) Since the only person qualified by scientific 
training and experience to carry out the above duties 
relating to animal health and disease is the veterinary 
surgeon, the necessary steps should be taken to enlist 
his services, either as a whole-time officer (at the larger 
centres) or as a part-time officer (at the smaller centres). 
These part-time officers would normally be existing veter- 
inary practitioners in the district, or might be veterinary 
officers of the Animal Health Division of the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries situated conveniently in 
their own area. 

(i) Full use should continue to be made of sanitary 
inspectors holding the Certificate of Meat Inspection of 
the Royal Sanitary Institute, and in Scotland, the 
holders of the Detention Officers’ Certificate of the Royal 
Sanitary Association of Scotland, and they should be 
responsible for the routine of meat inspection, but should 
be instructed to submit any carcase which presents un- 
usual or abnormal features to the veterinary officer at 
each centre, who must be directly responsible for ensuring 
that a uniform standard of detailed inspection is main- 
tained at his own centre. It is probable that, in 
Scotland, where the Public Health (Meat) Regulations 
(Scotland) contain provisions relating to Meat Inspection 
specifically, some special arrangements may be required 
to comply with the existing law. 

(j) In the interests of national economy, whole-time 
veterinary officers who are already engaged at the larger 
abattoirs, or who shall be appointed, should undertake 
such other duties as can conveniently be allotted to them, 
in relation to abattoir superintendence and management, 
grading of animals, etc. 


CONCLUSION 


The National Veterinary Medical Association of Great 
Britain and Ireland regrets that it is impelled to state that 
the Minister of Food appears to condone, however un- 
wittingly, the sale of unsound meat and, at the same 
time, appears to sanction a waste of food which, although 
blemished, is perfectly wholesome. With the informa- 
tion at its disposal and in the light of the Minister’s 
reply given recently in Parliament, the Association is of 
the opinion that the Ministry’s executive officers fail to 
appreciate the serious consequences of remaining satisfied 
with the existing confusion and irregularity in the inspec- 
tion and control of food animals and meat, during a time 
of national emergency. Under the special powers now 
given to the Government, steps could be taken, as indi- 
cated in this memorandum, to rectify this grave state of 
affairs. 

Dr. Hare said that he wished to thank Professor 
Miller and his Committee for their admirable report. 
There were just one or two points which he hoped they 
would not take as criticism but as amplifying his 
report, which he had just been given the opportunity 
of glancing through. 
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He was speaking of the problem as he knew it in one 
of the counties, where things were chaotic. One point 
he did think the Committee ought to try and obtain 
early from the Ministry of Food was a clear under- 
standing of the position of the veterinary practitioner 
in the event of damage occurring as a result of enemy 
air raid action on the farm. As they knew, at the 
moment, the county slaughterhouse officer has instruc- 
tions (which might of course be amended) to send out 
to farms a squad of slaughtermen, but there was no 
mention whatever of what animals they should 
slaughter either for food or for knackery, and the whole 
question seemed to him to devolve upon diagnosis. 
That, he submitted, could only be undertaken by 
veterinary surgeons, but which veterinary surgeon ? 
Had they to wait for the Divisional Veterinary Officer 
of the Ministry, or should it be the farmer’s own 
veterinary surgeon ? He claimed that the only way to 
deal expeditiously with the situation was for the farmer 
to call in his own veterinary practitioner who must be 
empowered to give at least general directions as to 
which animals (in the event of gas or high explosive 
injuries) should be destroyed and which carcases 
should be sent to knackeries, etc. 

The PRESIDENT stated that that was provided for 
under the programme of the National A.R.P. Animals 
Committee. Under that arrangement it was probable 
that the National A.R.P. Animals Committee officer 
and the farmer’s own veterinary surgeon would 
be one and the same person. If that was not the case, 
however, it was the intention that N.A.R.P.A.C. 
officers should carry out slaughter or first aid only. 
Further treatment would become the responsibility of 
the farmer and his own veterinary surgeon. The 
veterinary surgeon acting as an officer of the National 
A.R.P. Animals Committee had right of entry and 
discretion as to the ultimate end of an injured animal 
—whether it should be salvaged or condemned. 

In reply to Dr. Hare, the PRESIDENT added that they 
would be given that ruling in writing by the Chief 
Executive Officer of the National A.R.P. Animals 
Committee. [See Notes columns of this issue.— 
Editor.) 

Dr. HarE, continuing, said that the second point he 
wanted to raise was that he quite agreed with the 
principle that these part-time officers would normally 
be the existing veterinary practitioners in the district, 
but he did not agree with the added rider, “‘ or might 
be the Veterinary Officers of the Animal Health 
Division of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
situated conveniently in their own area.” The reason 
he said that was : that since under the new Ministry of 
Food regulations the slaughtering had been centred 
outside the boroughs, the veterinary practitioners who 
hitherto had held part-time appointments as meat 
inspectors to the borough councils now had no duties. 
One would like to get the appointment of the borough 
part-time veterinary inspectors transferred to the 
adjacent rural districts, but these came under different 
local authorities. He thought that should be a matter 
of principle, not a matter of local arrangement. 

The PRESIDENT replied that in that respect the 
Council would notice that the matter was left in the 
hands of the Officers of the Association, the Chairman 
of the Joint Committee and Professor Miller, to take 
such further action as may be found necessary. 

Dr. Hare said that another point was that it might 
be useful to represent the original proposal both to the 
Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Agriculture, 


informing them that the Association would be pleased 
to collaborate with the medical profession as much as 
possible in the matter of the inspection of food. 

The PRESIDENT replied that that was in the mind of 
the Committee. 

The report of the Joint Committee was now adopted. 


Organising Committee. 


In the absence of the Chairman of this Committee 
(Mr. T. L. Wright) the following report was read by 
the SECRETARY, being adopted without discussion :— 


A meeting of the Organising Committee was held at 
36, Gordon Square on Wednesday, January 10th, 1940. 

Mr. T. L. Wright was re-appointed Chairman of the 
Committee for the ensuing year, but in his absence owing 
to a cold, the President took the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
signed as correct. 

FREE TREATMENT SCHEMES.—Arising from the minutes, 
Mr. McKinna reported that the proposal to establish a 
clinic in a Yorkshire town which had been received 
through the headquarters, R.S.P.C.A., had been under 
consideration by the Yorkshire Division but had been 
abandoned owing to the war. 

Also arising, the Hon. Secretary reported that as a 
result of a discussion he had had with the Chief Secre- 
tary, R.S.P.C.A., it had been arranged that there should 
be further consultations before the proposed change at 
Woking from the decentralised scheme to a central clinic 
was proceeded with. 

The Hon. Secretary stated that he had also conveyed 
to the Chief Secretary the wish of the Committee to be 
given longer notice in future when a local Branch of the 
Society expressed a desire to open a clinic and that 
Captain MacCunn had promised to do this when possible. 

It was decided to write to the Lancashire Division 
asking whether any reply could be furnished to the 
Association’s request that that Division should get in 
touch with local representatives of the R.S.P.C.A, and 
local veterinary surgeons with regard to starting the 
decentralised system of free treatment in Wigan. 

Correspondence with Headquarters, R.S.P.C.A., was 
read concerning a clinic in the Eastern Counties. 

The Committee received letters from local members 
complaining of recent changes in the conduct of a clinic 
in the West of England. It was decided to send the 
correspondence to Headquarters, R.S.P.C.A., and to ask 
for an explanation. 

A report was laid before the Committee of a meeting 
held at 36, Gordon Square on December 20th, between 
the officers of the Association, the Chairman of the 
Committee and several members of the profession who 
had been invited to co-operate with the National Canine 
Defence League in its scheme for providing veterinary 
treatment for animals of the poor under prevailing con- 
ditions. 

It was decided these proposals should be discussed by 
the Joint Committee formed by the R.C.V.S. and the 
N.V.M.A., and that a letter from a member on the same 
subject should also be referred to that Joint Committee. 


Editorial Committee. 


Mr. W. A. Poot (Chairman) read and moved the 
reception of the report of this Committee, as follows :— 


At a meeting of the Committee held on October 9th, 
Mr. W. A. Pool was appointed Chairman and the retiring 
Chairman (the President), with Mr. R. C. G. Hancock, 
Vice-Chairmen for the ensuing year. 

Despite evacuation, difficulties in travel and other war 
conditions, the meetings have been very well attended. 
These difficulties have affected most of the members of 
the Committee in one way or another, and complications 
entailed by the war in the work of the Royal Veterinary 
College have made attendance much more arduous for 
some members. The few who have been unable to 
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participate have continued to serve most usefully in 
respect of the supply of material for publication and the 
scrutiny of contributions, etc. 

The volume of the material submitted to the Com- 
mittee has, as was anticipated, been affected primarily 
by the reduction in the number of Divisional meetings 
at which papers are presented, and to make good the 
deficiency thus caused the Committee has spent much 
time in formulating several series of articles bearing upon 
such subjects as the maintenance of satisfactory standards 
in the production of food animals under war-time con- 
ditions and the utilisation of the horse as a national 
asset, especially in time of war. 

The activities of the National A.R.P. Animals Com- 
mittee have been recorded in the Association’s journal. 

Outstanding amongst the many matters upon which the 
Committee has sought to offer support to the efforts of 
other committees and the executive of the N.V.M.A., 
have been the successful efforts of the Association to 
remedy the omission of a veterinarian from the Emer- 
gency Poultry Advisory Committee, its endeavour to 
induce the Secretary of State for the Colonies to remove 
his suspension of the re-creation of the post of Adviser 
in Animal Health, and the provision of adequate supple- 
mentary supplies of petrol for veterinary surgeons. 

Stress has also been laid upon the importance of safe- 
guarding the financial stability of the benevolent societies 
of the profession in order that they may be in a position 
not only to carry on their charitable work throughout 
the period of hostilities, but to meet the heavy additional 
demands inevitably to be laid upon them at the termi- 
nation of the war. 

At the commencement of the quarter under - review, 
considerable apprehension was felt concerning the likeli- 
hood of heavy withdrawals by display advertisers. ‘The 
initial set-back in this respect was undoubtedly serious, 
but the Committee is glad to report that a more hopeful 
view may now be taken, as many advertisers appear to 
recovering their confidence and are tentatively renewing 
their bookings for 1940. 

Reference was made, in the Committee’s last report to 
Council, to the confidence expressed by the printers in 
their ability to meet the wishes of the Committee in 
connection with the printing of the Veterinary Record 
throughout the period of hostilities. We are assured 
that that confidence remains unimpaired, but Messrs. 
Grubb, in common with all other printers, now anticipate 
a difficulty in renewing their stocks of paper. In order 
to assist them to conserve their supplies, and to reduce 
the cost of printing, the Committee has adopted a type 
of smaller face throughout the journal. e type chosen 
ensures the maximum degree of saving in space con- 
sistent with facility in reading, thereby enabling the 
publication of the same amount of reading material as 
heretofore, on a smaller number of pages, while preserving 
the general layout. The change came into force with the 
first issue of the year. , 

The PrestpENT having invited discussion, Dr. HARE 
enquired if, now that Mr. Pool had assumed the Chair- 
manship of the Editorial Committee, he would 
endeavour to use the term “ veterinary surgeon ” 
instead of the anomalous term “ veterinarian ”’. 
Members of the profession were by Act and Charter, 
defined as veterinary surgeons. The term “ veterin- 
arian” irritated him every time it appeared in the 
editorials published in the Association’s journal. 

Dr. Epwarps made the rejoinder that the oldest 
and for long the most reputable >f our veterinary 
journals, founded by Percivall and Youatt in 1828, 
was called The Veterinarian—a term considered by the 
founders at the time as befitting most comprehensively 
our vocation—and he thought that in view of the 
diversity of the functions fulfilled by members of 
the profession at the present time, it might be well 
to use the term “ veterinarian ”’ instead of “ veterinary 
surgeon.” 


There being no other discussion, the report was 
adopted. 


ANY OTHER BUSINESS 


Under this heading the PRESIDENT raised a matter 
which was considered in committee, and on the resump- 
tion of open meeting, the following resolution, pro- 
posed by Dr. MontrGomenrigr, seconded by Dr. Hare, 
was carried unanimously :— 

“That this Association, as a gesture, guarantees the 
sum of £500 to the National A.R.P. (Animals) Committee, 
for animal welfare in time of war.” 

Dr. HARE now enquired of the President if he would 
put before Dr. Bullock the following resolution :— 

“That no offer of assistance of any description for 
the National A.R.P. (Animals) Committee be accepted 
from any person engaged in the treatment of animals for 
private pecuniary gain other than members of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons.” 

The PRESIDENT replied that Dr. Hare had his assur- 
ance that this would be done. 

meeting terminated with the passing of a cordial 
vote of thanks by the members for the President’s 
conduct of the proceedings. 


REMARKABLE FRIESIAN YIELDS 


The British Friesian pedigree cow Ongar Estelle, 
owned by Messrs. Rankin of Stambridge, Rochford, 
Essex, now holds two British records. She is the first 
and only cow in the country to give seven separate 2,00() 
gallon yields, and she has produced in her lifetime more 
milk than any other cow, says the British Friesian Cattle 
Society. Her aggregate is now 19,841 gallons (88} tons). 
Ongar Estelle, who will be 14 years old in August next, 
is still giving four gallons of milk daily. 

Terling Breeze 34th, the winner for Lord Rayleigh’s 
Farms, of the special 2,000-gallon cow inspection class 
at the Centenary Royal Show at Windsor, where she was 
also female champion and reserve for the inter-breed 
cup presented by the King, has now given her third 2,000- 
gallon yield, and has exceeded the 50 tons lifetime aggre- 
gate. Born in February, 1929, she has produced to 
date 12,025 gallons of milk and won two Royal Show 
Inspection Championships. 

Terling Godiva 4th, the breed’s latest and twenty-fifth 
3,000-gallon producer, has, since calving February last, 
given 3,000 gallons, following two lactation period yields 
in excess of the 2,000 gallon total. Born in August. 
1930, and bred and owned by Lord Rayleigh’s Farms. 
Terling Godiva 4th has already produced 12,222 gallons. 
or 54} tons of milk.—Farmers’ Weekly. P 


Strong criticism of the policy of the Government ir 
withdrawing grants to horse clubs for breeding purpose: 
was forthcoming from the North-East of England brancl 
of the Clydesdale Horse Society at their annual meeting 
After a discussion in which the Government was said tc 
have become “ mechanically minded,” a resolution to b: 
sent to the Council of the Society and to the Nationa 
Horse Association, was passed, urging the Governmen. 
to rescind their decision to withdraw the grants. 


The Derby and the Oaks, which should have been ru: 
at Epsom on June 5th and 7th respectively, have bee: 
abandoned. It is possible, as in the last war, that sub- 
stitute races for both events will be run at Newmarke. 
during the summer. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Feeding Stuffs for Live Stock 


In the House of Commons on Thursday of last week 
the Government were called upon to answer criticisms 
on the supply and distribution of imported feeding stuffs 
for animals, with particular reference to the position of 
pig keepers and poultry keepers. 


Raising the question of agriculture on the motion for 
the adjournment, Mr. Wi_rrip Roperts said that the 
scarcity of animal feeding stuffs in this country at present 
was serious. ‘There was a real threat to the production 
of bacon, eggs, and milk, and other finished products on 
which the farmer depended. Many producers of food 
were facing absolute ruin. During December many 
farmers had been getting only about one-third of the 
feeding stuffs they required. The Government should 
make a frank and full statement on the situation. It 
was said that the position was better now. That was 
admirable, but confidence had been badly shaken by the 
zloss which was put on the position by the Government 
only a few months ago. He wished to know if the posi- 
tion would be improved temporarily, or if sufficient 
supplies were on the way really to improve the position 
fundamentally. The stock of poultry had now been 
reduced by 25 per cent. He knew of one hatchery where 
orders for 22,000 chickens were cancelled in one month. 
No one was hatching chickens for next year, and their 
breakfast eggs would not be there in the autumn. The 
same applied to pigs. Breeding pigs in many places 
were being slaughtered. There was a widespread feeling 
that the actual distribution of the feeding stuffs was not 
so efficient or fair as it might be. 

There was some luxury use of animal feeding stuffs— 
it might not be very great—but he was not sure that we 
could afford to feed hunters on oats, or that we could 
afford to allow people to put anything they liked into 
dog biscuits for their dogs. He was not sure that we 
could afford to continue brewing beer of the same 
quality. If the brewers and distillers got 60 per cent. 
of what they had been getting before, it would free 
300,000 tons of barley which could be turned into bacon 
or some other necessity. The waste food stuffs from 
households and towns should be collected in a really 
energetic way. 

Mr. GreorGe LAMBERT said that there were now in the 
country 1,000,000 more pigs, double the amount of 
poultry, and about 1,000,000 more cattle than in 1914. 
These industries had been developed almost entirely on 
imported feeding stuffs. The present situation had arisen 
hecause of the neglect of the Government. After the 
lessons of 1914-18 their policy had been grotesque: he 
blamed the lack of backbone of previous Governments, 
who had never had the courage to stand up to the agri- 
cultural problem. It made one almost despair of 
democracy that after the warnings of 1914-18 we were 
not better prepared. The ploughing campaign was not 
so much a question of acreage as of bushels. Far more 
important than the £2 an acre was the price the farmer 
would get for his product. He was anxious about the 
supply of seed. The price of oats had ballooned to a 
nonsensical figure that nobody could justify. It was 
confidence which was required. No one had any confi- 
‘ence, especially after the lessons of the last war. 

Mr. 'T. WiLu1aMs stated that the fundamental problem 
of agriculture remained, because the Government had 
never made up their minds exactly what part the industry 
should play in the national economy. The Minister had 
asked the farmers of England and Wales to turn 
',500,000 acres in 12 months. The machinery, on paper, 
seemed excellent, but he doubted whether, in operation, 
't commanded enough confidence to fulfil the right hon. 
sentleman’s expectations. He did not suppose that the 
poultry keepers would complain merely because there is 
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a shortage of feeding stuffs. ‘They all knew that there 
was a shortage. They could complain about the Govern- 
ment’s inactivity before the war in failing to provide 
adequate storage, but it was no use protesting about that 
now. But what everybody was entitled to complain 
about was the unequal distribution which had _ taken 
place during the last month or two. Poultry keepers 
and pig keepers had had a very raw deal. Everybody in 
the House had been overwhelmed with complaints from 
them. He had had a letter that morning from one 
breeder who had had to destroy 3,000 chicks at one day 
old. Mr. Williams proceeded to criticise the constitution 
of the county war executive committees and concluded 
by stating that he did not want to see vested interests 
crippling or sabotaging the Minister’s scheme, and he 
hoped that in future appointments the Government 
would avoid the colossal scandals that occurred in the 
last-war. 

The first defence of the Government was offered by 
Mr. W. S. Morrison, Minister for Food. He said that 
the question of the importation of feeding stuffs and live 
stock was part of the cereal problem as a whole. Cereals 
accounted for about half the total shipping required by 
the Ministry of Food, and therefore the question of 
imported cereals was by far the biggest single item in all 
the demands on shipping. 

The question whether the Government were wise in 
concentrating on storing wheat in peace-time and whether 
any part of the country’s reserves ought to have been in 
other grains was a matter on which opinions might differ, 
but the first reason why they had concentrated on wheat 
was the fact that on the wheat supply depended the 
bread supply of the people. Secondly, it was true of 
wheat, as of no other grain, that it contributed to the 
nourishment of both human beings and animals. No 
other grain kept as well as wheat. Wheat could be fed 
to animals, though maize could not be fed to human 
beings. During the last war it was necessary to prohibit 
by Order the use of wheat, barley, rye, rice and other 
grains for anything but human consumption. That had 
not been the case so far and of the home crop it was 
quite certain that substantial quantities had been used 
by farmers for feeding purposes of one sort or another. 
That was the position at the outbreak of war, and at 
that date all available storage space was filled with wheat. 

There had been, since the war started, a very consider- 
able period—now happily ended—during which our 
consumption of grain for bread exceeded the importation. 
The store of wheat had carried the people safely through 
that period, with bread and flour undiminished in quan- 
tity, unimpaired in quality, and at a_ steady price. 
During that period, particularly, the utmost economy in 
shipping space had to be exercised, and it was not pos- 
sible to bring in the accustomed supplies of animal feeding 
stuffs, which competed with limited shipping space for 
wheat exactly as, in storage, they competed with the 
limited storage space for wheat. 

During December, the position with regard to animal 
feeding stuffs was such that it was not possible to release 
more than 30 per cent. of normal requirements of animal 
feeding stuffs. At the outbreak of the war -there was no 
shortage of feeding stuffs, though there were no con- 
siderable stores in stock. A shortage developed, how- 
ever, in the early weeks of the war. A very considerable 
improvement had taken place in the position since then. 
In January, supplies were raised, first of all to 40 per 
cent. and then to 50 per cent. of normal requirements, 
while in the case of imported offals they were raised to 
66 per cent. Looking at the situation as it was now, it 
was even more encouraging, for it had been found possible 
from January 23rd to increase supplies to 66 per cent. 
of normal requirements all round. Stores were being 
built up. That was the position now, and although in 
war-time he did not like to look too far ahead, he hoped 
we should be able to keep up the 66 per cent. for some 
time. 

EquaLity OF DISTRIBUTION 
With regard to distribution, a complete rationing 
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scheme, down to the farmer, was on the surface an 
attractive proposal, but there were great difficulties in 
regard to it, and, in the absence of a rationing scheme, 
the Ministry of Food endeavoured to secure as equal a 
distribution as they could. 

The Government had considered it their duty to do 
what could be done, within the limits of the national war 
policy of conserving the food supply of the public as a 
whole, to mitigate the impact of war conditions on this 
industry. The Minister of Agriculture had quite recently 
stated that special regard would be given to those mainly 
dependent on pig and poultry keeping for their livelihood. 
The distribution scheme in working had displayed, here 
and there, difficulties, and certain improvements in it 
were being made at present, which he hoped would result 
in a much fairer allocation. The whole question had 
been complicated by local difficulties of a peculiar nature. 
They were looking into these cases in the light of experi- 
ence, and every effort would be made to improve the 
distribution. 

He was not unhopeful of the future. He wou! aot 
be right in saying that he considered it reasonable to 
expect that full pre-war supplies of imported feeding 
stuffs could be maintained during the war. The utmost 
economy of oversea feeding stuffs was essential. 

Mr. Morrison concluded with an expression of sym- 
pathy for those who had suffered and a promise of the 
fullest information from time to time about supplies of 
imported feeding stuff so that agriculture could adapt 
itself to conditions of war. 

Mr. Lioyp GeorcEe said that we were in a war atmo- 
sphere last March and yet when September came there 
were no stores to provide cattle owners, pig herders, and 
poultry keepers with food for their stock, and many of 
them had to find refuge from bankruptcy in the slaughter- 
house. He could not understand why it was said at the 
beginning of the war that there was plenty of stores. In 
the business sense of the man who looked ahead there 
was not plenty. If the Minister of Food had so arranged 
things that farmers could have had six months to turn 
round they might have been able to make up the defi- 
ciency to a great extent. He knew men who had to sell 
hundreds of their pigs, and the poultry position was 
deplorable. He hoped that the assurance now given 
could be carried out, 

The Minister of Agriculture could not defend the Bill 
he had introduced* without telling the House what was 
in his mind with regard to increasing our food supplies. 
This was not the time for recrimination, but the Govern- 
ment had been repeatedly warned about the danger of 

oing into a war with our arable acreage down by 
er 000 acres compared with 1914, agricultural workers 
down by 250,000, and, what was worse, our grasslands 
so neglected that millions of acres had lost their fertility. 
The Minister’s first proposal was that 200,000 acres a 
year should be converted from grass to arable. That 


would take 12 years to get back to the position in 1914. 


He trusted that the Minister’s next project would be a 
real one, with real support and drive behind it from the 
whole Cabinet. 

The most serious element was the decline in shipping 
capacity. The carrying capacity of our ships for ordi- 
nary merchandise, food, and raw materials, was down by 
6,000,000 tons. That was an argument for making 
special exertions, greater even than in the last war, to 
make ourselves a_ self-contained community. The 
Government must not be intimidated by vested interests: 


every scrap of land should be conscribed. There must 


be no privileged land. The food of the people was 
involved and they were beginning to realise it. 

Sir E. Ruccies-Brisz, after saying that he would leave 
it to the judgment of the House as to whether the right 
hon. gentleman was in any measure responsible for the 


*The Agriculture (Miscellaneous War Provisions) Bill, 
a measure to make certain amendments i in the law relating 
to agriculture and agricultural land in connection —_ 
the present war—introduced on January 29th. 


plight into which agriculture had fallen since the last 
war, observed that he had no doubt that the agricultural 
industry would make a heroic and herculean response to 
the appeal to grow more food in the time of the national 
need, but once and for all the nation must drop the habit 
of regarding the food production industry in this country 
as the third, fourth, or fifth line of defence; it was our 
first line of defence. The Minister of Food’s efforts 
would be cramped unless a reasonable price level was fixed 
for beng commodities which agriculturists sold on the 
market. 


COLLECTION OF WASTE Foop 


Mr. R. C. Morrison described an experiment for 
collecting waste food which had recently been carried 
out in his constituency. He said that after 42 pigs had 
been brought into the area a scheme was instituted which 
resulted in the collection of from 10 to 12 tons of 
surplus food. Instead of burying this food as would 
have been the case in many places they sold it for 35s. a 
ton; farmers were eager for it—the pigs were doing very 
well, and the farmers receiving the material were satis- 
fied. Not only was their organisation doing useful work, 
but it was a paying proposition. One of their difficulties 
had been transport charges, for it cost nearly as much 
to send a truck-load of the pig food to a farm any dis- 
tance away as they charged for the food itself. They 
had tried to solve that difficulty, and had carried out a 
most interesting experiment the previous day. They 
took 3} cwt. of the material they had collected, and put 
it for an hour and a half into a boiling apparatus, where 
it was thoroughly boiled and mixed. As a result, the 
bulk was reduced by 75 per cent. and the weight from 
3} cwt. to just over 1} cwt- 

In appéarance this stuff was something like solidified 
spinach. They had tried it out on the pigs that day, and the 
pigs had clamoured for it. They were told that, so far 
as could be discovered at present, the food in this con- 
dition would have a life of probably from 12 to 14 days. 
In view of the very great importance of this experiment 
he asked the Minister of Agriculture to grant them the 
assistance of one of his staff, who could go into the ques- 
tion and advise them whether they were on the right 
lines and if it was possible to carry the experiment farther, 
so that they could produce an article which would be of 
national value. At least 500,000 tons of pig food could 
be recovered in this country ‘without any difficulty. 


Sir R. DormMan-Smitu’s REPLY 


Sir R. Dorman-Smitu, Minister of Agriculture, said 
the debate had not been so much about the production 
from our own soil as the real difficulty of maintaining 
supplies of imported foodstuffs at this time when on the 
seas the war was very. real. The efforts which the 
farmers were making were as vital in the conduct of the 
war as any that could be made. He referred to the great 
importance of a good harvest, and said that with regard 
to the campaign for increased food production, due 
attention would be paid to every suggestion which had 
been made. He wanted the campaign to go forward 
with all energy to a really successful fulfilment. 

Referring to the broad policy the Government had had 
to adopt with regard to the allocation of supplies, the 
right hon. gentleman said it was an unenviable task to 
go into the question of allocation and priorities where 
there was a shortage of any given commodity, and to 
take decisions which would hurt a lot of people. Never- 
theless these decisions had to be taken, and from the 
agricultural point of view, when they were thinking in 
terms of a war of considerable duration, the first thing 
to think about was the fertility of the soil, because it was 
on that fertility which we might have to rely for our very 
lives. He reminded the House of the announcement 
made with regard to that allocation. 


The Milk Supply 


The maintenance of our milk supply was of paramount 
importance because we could not get milk from anywhere 
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else, and in consequence every effort would be made to 
provide adequate supplies of feeding stuffs for dairy 
cows. Fat cattle and sheep had to be maintained and 
the main burden of any curtailment would have to fall 
upon the pig and poultry keepers, who in planning their 
future operations would have to suffer a cut for the 12 
months of 30 per cent. 

It was never easy to give any precise instructions in 
time of war. The instructions which he had given in 
all good faith were based on the best information avail- 
able to him. The Government had so far as possible 
tried to bring such relief as they could to those who had 
to rely almost entirely on pigs and poultry and to small- 
holders, and also to try to relieve the position with regard 
to breeding stock. With regard to a rationing scheme 
for livestock, there was difficulty, because if they wanted 
real equality between various types of farmers, they 
would have to know what the farmer had on his farm. 
He hoped the complications would not be insuperable, 
because they wanted to obtain the greatest equality of 
treatment possible. The matter was still being reviewed 
with farmers and merchants. 

He believed there was a lot to be done by farmers 
getting together, and, where necessary, pooling their 
machinery and labour. He hoped the County Com- 
mittees would encourage that type of working, and he had 
received an assurance from the workers’ unions that they 
would be glad to try to help in the best utilisation of men 
on the farms. Politics had never entered into the 
question of County Executive Committees. 


Credit for Farmers 


In regard to the ploughing-up scheme his information 
was that, having regard to the weather that had been 
experienced, farmers had done extremely well. The acreage 
in respect of which directions to plough had been served, 
or were about to be served, was 1,269,828 in England 
and Wales. That was a good showing of the intentions 
of farmers to contribute towards the country’s food 
supply. They should avoid thinking that subsidised 
credit could perform a really useful service to farmers. 
They should get this industry into a position to pay the 
ordinary commercial rate, like any other industry; but 
there would still be some farmers who would not be able 
to finance their expansion. In the Bill of which he 
hoped to get the second reading the week after next, he 
hoped to be able to bring forward a scheme to enable 
the County Committees to deal with that particular type 
of case and give the necessary help to those people who 
could not get the money from other sources. He had 
been sufficiently in touch with the banks in recent 
months to be satisfied that it was not only their wish but 
their intention to co-operate to the best of their ability 
in the food production campaign. 

The Government’s policy would be based on taking 
those steps which would ensure if there was to be tran- 
sition after the war, that it should come about slowly 
and not with the suddenness which happened after the 
last war. But as for giving a guaranteed price for a long 
time, or any guarantee beyond the war, he was not sure 
that that was in the power of the Government or the 
House to give. Before the war the Government had set 
up an Advisory Committee to watch the seed position 
and to whom he could go for advice. He found in that 
Committee a spirit of informed confidence with regard 
to the seed position, both oats and everything else. The 
farmers had been given a tremendous task, and they 
would be given every help to enable them to fulfil it. He 
assured Mr. R. C. Morrison that immediate assistance 
would be sent to Tottenham, and he hoped that other 
local authorities would take courage from their example. 


The following questions and answers have been 
recorded in the House of Commons recently : — 
COMPENSATION FOR LOSSES 
CoLoneL Burton asked the Minister of Agriculture 


whether the Government have in contemplation any 
scheme for reimbursing farmers who, having been 
encouraged by the Government to increase their numbers 
of live stock and poultry, now find themselves compelled 
by the lack of feeding stuffs to sacrifice large percentages 
of such stock? 


Sir R. Dorman-Smitu: I am afraid it is inevitable that 
in some branches of agriculture—as in many other indus- 
tries—war conditions are causing losses and hardship in 
a number of individual cases. The Government are 
doing their best to ease the process of adjustment to war 
conditions, but they cannot contemplate the provision of 
compensation from State funds. 


Pou_try INpusTrRy (FoopsTuFFs) 


Sir A. Martrianp asked the Minister of Agriculture 
whether it is the decision of His Majesty’s Government. 
that imports of poultry feeding stuffs are to be substan- 
tially reduced; and what arrangements have been made 
to improve the home supplies? 


Sir R. Dorman-Smitu: The reasons that have led to 
a reduction in imports of feeding stuffs for live stock, 
including poultry, were set out in the announcement 
issued on November 22nd last by the Secretary of State 
for Scotland and myself. I am sending a copy to my 
hon. Friend. Every effort is being made to encourage 
an increased production of crops for stock feeding as 
part of the food production campaign, which includes 
the provision of grants of £2 per acre for ploughing up 
grassland. 


FEEDING STUFFS 


Mr. De 1a Bere asked the Chancellor of the Duchy 
of Lancaster whether, in connection with the Feeding 
Stuffs (Maximum Prices) Order, 1940, he will consider 
amplifying and amending this Order, with a view to 
introducing some degree of stability and preventing 
further increases in the price of feeding stuffs for cattle? 


Mr. LENNOx-Boyp : I shall be pleased to consider any 
suggestions that my hon. Friend may wish to make in 
regard to this matter. 


Mr. De 1a Bere asked the Chancellor of the Duchy 
of Lancaster whether he will, in connection with the 
supply of feeding stuffs for poultry and pigs, consider 
appointing an impartial full-time director-general of 
feeding stuffs, whose duties will consist in finding addi- 
tional supplies of feeding stuffs and preventing excessive 
supplies of straight-run feeding stuffs being manufactured 
into compound cakes by the milling combines? 


Mr. Lennox-Boyp: The Ministry of Food, which is 
responsible for the supply and distribution of feeding 
stuffs, has already on its staff a director of feeding stuffs 
with previous experience of the problems involved who 
has had no trade connection with feeding stuffs. 

Mr. De 1a Bere asked the Prime Minister whether, 
with a view to preventing confusion and ensuring 
adequate supplies of feeding stuffs for poultry keepers 
and pig breeders, he will consider ending the dual con- 
trol of the two Ministries of Agriculture and Food, 
whereby the Ministry of Agriculture are responsible for 
production and the Ministry of Food are responsible for 
controlling the raw materials for this production? 

Tue Prime MINIsTeR: The volume of supplies of 
feeding stuffs available for pig and poultry keepers is 
governed by considerations of broad national policy for 
which the Government as a whole is responsible. There 
is no confusion arising from the respective functions of 
my right hon. Friend the Minister of Food, who is respon- 
sible for the supply and distribution of food and animal 
feeding stuffs, and of my right hon. Friend the Minister 
of Agriculture, who is responsible for home food pro- 
duction. They work in the closest collaboration and I 
see no reason to make any change in the existing arrange- 
ments. 
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NOTES AND NEWS | 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


Feb. 8th.—Annual General Meeting of the Lincolnshire 
and District Division, N.V.M.A., at Gran- 
tham, 2 p.m. 


Feb. 12th—Meeting of the Editorial Committee, 
N.V.M.A., at 36, Gordon Square, W.C.1, 
4 p.m. 

Feb. 28th.—Annual General Mecting of the Lancashire 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Manchester, 2.30 p.m. 

Feb. 29th.—Voting Papers Meat to overseas members 
(R.C.V.S. Council Election). 

Mar. 18th.—R.C.V.S. Examinations at Reading. 

April 1st.—R.C.V.S. Annual Fees due. 

May 9th.—Last date for nc minations, R.C.V.S. Council 
Election. 

May 14th.—?Provisional date for commencement of 
R.C.V.S, Animal Management Examination. 

May 23rd.—Issue of R.C.V.S. Annual Report and Voting 
Papers. 

May 30th.—Last date for receipt of R.C.V.S. Council 
Election Voting Papers. 


June 6th.—R.C.V.S. Annual General Meeting. 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund Annual 


General Meeting. 
June 27th.—R.C.V.S. Written Examinations begin. 


July 3rd.—Provisional date for commencement of 
R.C.V.S. Oral and Practical Examinations. 


* * * * * 


Windsor Lad 

It is regretted that misunderstanding has arisen by 
reason of the form in which the brief note concerning 
the thoroughbred stallion, Windsor Lad, appeared in our 
issue of January 20th. The Editor intended to intimate 
to his readers that this famous racehorse had, according 
to a statement in the press, been taken off the sick list 
and was about to return to his stud duties—an item of 
news which it was felt should appear in the Veterinary 
Record. 


National A.R.P. Animals Committee 
Lectures ON GAS AND First Aip TREATMENT 


Under the National A.R.P. for Animals Committee, a 
series of lectures on War “ Gases” and First Aid Treat- 
ment was inaugurated before a large audience in the 
Beaumont Lecture Theatre at the Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege on Tuesday, January 30th, at 2.30 p.m. 

The Chief Executive Officer, Colonel R. J. Stordy, 
introduced the lecturer, Mr. H. E. Bywater, who dealt 
fully with the various forms of aerial attack and described 
the types of “ gases ” used in chemical warfare. 

The second lecture of the series will be held in the 
Beaumont Lecture Theatre on Tuesday afternoon next, 
February 6th, at 2.30 p.m., when it is hoped that there 
will again be a large audience. 


First Arp EquirpMENT 


The issue of first aid boxes for large and for small 
animals and of “dog graspers” is still’ being held up 
owing to the non-return to headquarters of the requisition 
forms sent to veterinary officers just before Christmas. 

It would greatly facilitate the work of headquarters if 
veterinary surgeons would notify them of their require- 
ments in these respects. 


National A.R.P. Animals Committee 
Measures for Dealing with Food Animals 


ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE MINISTRY OF Foop 


In accordance with the intimation made by the 
President at the Meeting of Council, N.V.M.A., the 
report of which is published elsewhere in this issue, we 
give below the information furnished by the Chief 
Executive Officer of the National A.R.P. Animals Com- 
mittee on the arrangements made for dealing with food 
animals in the event of attack from the air, with par- 
ticular reference to the position of the Veterinary 
Surgeon acting as an Officer of the Organisation. 


1. ON THE FarmM.—The problem of providing an 
A.R.P. Service adequate to deal with every possible con- 
tingency that may occur among farm animals in rural 
areas is obviously incapable of immediate solution, but 
a reasonable service can be supplied to farmers through 
the National A.R.P. Animal Committee’s: Mobile Veter- 
inary Units. 


Should treatment of injured animals be possible, the 
veterinary officer will render first aid and then recom- 
mend the farmer to call in his own veterinary surgeon 
as soon as possible for the continuance of the treatment. 


When an animal is severely injured prompt slaughter 
is indicated. (N.B.—Section 11 of the Protection of 
Animals Act, 1911, empowers a police constable, on the 
certificate of a veterinary surgeon, to slaughter, or cause 
to be slaughtered, such an animal. A request has been 
made to the Home Office seeking amendment of this 
section so that persons working under the aegis of the 
National A.R.P. Animals Committee shall be authorised 
to destroy large or small injured animals and shall be 
protected from claims for compensation for such acts 
done in the bona-fide execution of their duty should 
slaughter be necessary.) 


The essence of the problem is rapidity of decision and 
determined action and, as these decisions involve the 
consideration of questions of veterinary medicine and 
surgery, stock valuation, butchering and the fitness of 
meat for human consumption, the veterinary surgeon is, 
both by training and experience, the most competent 
person to undertake the work. 


It has now been agreed, in consultation between repre- 
sentatives of the Ministry of Food, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, the Home Office and the 
Executive officers of the National A.R.P. Animals Com- 
mittee that this work shall be carried out by the latter’s 
mobile units. 


Although the Ministry of tiidliian and Fisheries 
have no responsibility where farm animals are injured or 
killed by high explosive, incendiary bombs or gas, it has 
been agreed that their veterinary officers, unless engaged 
on more important Ministerial work at the time, should 
assist mobile units of the National A.R.P. Animals Com- 
mittee in every way possible. 


For the proper working of the salvage organisation, it 
is the duty of the veterinary officer to consult with repre- 
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sentatives of the farmers, the butchers, and with the 
District and County Chairman of Auctioneers and Area 
and County Slaughterhouse Agents appointed by the 
Ministry of Food. , 


Another consideration is the disposal of the carcases 
of animals killed or slaughtered, special attention being 
devoted to conservation of meat supplies. It is to be 
feared that, owing to lack of butchering facilities, a pro- 
portion of carcases in rural districts would probably be 
4t only for the knacker and the decision of the veterinary 
officers will obviously depend upon a variety of circum- 
stances. ‘They will slaughter where necessary, have the 
carcase bled, and cause it to be removed to the nearest 
slaughterhouse or suitable centre, at the same time noti- 
fying the Ministry of Food’s District Chairman of 
Auctioneers. 


For the effective execution of these duties, at least one 
butcher or expert slaughterman should be included in 
each veterinary mobile unit, and, when possible, the 
assistance of a squad of expert slaughterers with tackle 
might be arranged. 


The carcases of animals killed without immediate 
bleeding and dressing are normally not suitable for human 
food, but where animals have been suddenly killed by 
the infliction of severe wounds and particularly if the 
wounds themselves have led to heavy bleeding, the car- 
cases may be suitable for human food, provided thorough 
bleeding is carried out within about ten minutes or at 
most 20 minutes of death, and provided the carcase is 
properly dressed within a short time. 


It must not be assumed that the carcases of all gas- 
contaminated animals are unfit for human food. Unless 
the animal is grossly drenched with gas the meat from 
animals sprayed with it can generally be used for human 
consumption. If a rapid decontamination of the surface 
of the animal (with bleach solution and a spray pump) 
is carried out, followed by a partial washing down with 
water, the animal may be slaughtered, bled and dressed 
in the normal way and the carcase used for human food. 
A superficial layer of the flesh should be removed where 
there is a heavy contamination of an area of skin; 
thereafter the rest of the carcase can be used for human 
consumption. 


Meat.—Dressed meat, contaminated with high con- 
centrations of phosgene, might become slightly dis- 
coloured, but the normal appearance will be restored on 
airing and cooking and the meat will not be dangerous. 
The same remarks apply to lean meat affected with 
mustard gas in low concentrations, but it may be advis- 
able to remove the superficial layers. Fatty meats may 
become unpalatable as they absorb gas rapidly. All food 
which has come in contact with liquid blister gases (non- 
arsenical) must be regarded with suspicion; fatty food- 
stuffs so contaminated will almost certainly be highly 
dangerous. If there is the slightest suspicion that meat 
is affected with arsenical gas, it should not be eaten. 
Such food should be examined by a competent analytical 
expert at the behest of the local authorities. 


2. Foop ANIMALS IN TowNs.—Veterinary Officers 
should obtain some idea of the whereabouts and numbers 
of animals likely to be present at any time, in byres, 
Piggeries and markets (as well as stables) situated in 
towns, so that they will be in a position to concentrate 
their forces and call for extra help, should trouble arise 
at any of these establishments. Advice on protective 
measures, quick release attachments, etc., might be given 
to the owners. When stables, etc., are locked, a key 
should be left in a pre-arranged accessible place so that 
the animals may be rapidly released. 


3. ANrmmALS at Ports.—Congregations of animals at 
ports must be remembered in framing the organisation 
at certain centres, for although these animals are usually 
under the supervision of the veterinary staff of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, National A.R.P. 
Animals Committee Officers should be ready to collabo- 
rate with them in case of need. 


The Late J. Ewing Johnston 


An Appreciation 
[CONTRIBUTED] 


In a world of strife and anguish, of devastation and’ 
misery, genuine personal losses fall more hardly on us. 
A grievous and definitely personal loss has been sustained 
by the profession in Northern Ireland through the passing 
of that generous, vigorous and friendly soul, Ewing 
Johnston. The whole veterinary profession, indeed, is 
the poorer by his death, for if it could be said of anyone 
that has gone that he had the highest conception of the 
ideals of his profession at heart, it could be said of 
Johnston. His sense of what was fit and proper in his 
dealings with the public never misled him. What other 
professions did, Johnston ever thought we could do. He 
aimed high and thought all his colleagues should do the 
same, and in all he did none would dare to suggest that 
he did anything for himself alone—it was always done for 
his profession. By example he inspired others. 

Ewing Johnston was in his 7lst year although he 
certainly did not “look his years.” His dapper, well- 
dressed, active figure was that of a man of 60. After 
qualifying in Glasgow in 1892 he joined the practice of 
Dunlop and Ross in Belfast. These two well-known 
members of the profession were outstanding personalities 
in the life of Ireland and in Ewing Johnston a worthy 
successor to them was found. He had carried on a great 
tradition in the May Street premises first made famous 
by Dunlop. 

Johnston was ever ready to help his fellows. For many 
successive years he was President of the North of Ireland 
Division of the N.V.M.A. and by his efforts he kept that 
Division in a thriving condition and in good heart by 
inviting friends in the profession across the water to visit 
Belfast from time to time to give lectures and demon- 
strations. The coming of the Congress to Belfast in 
1935 was his crowning happiness—its success a joy to 
him beyond words. 

To few was it given to penetrate the heartache that 
was Johnston’s when his only son was killed in 1930. To 
most that blow—the bright young partner snatched 
away—would have been unbearable. The father faced 
the future with a courage that one cannot recall without 
amazement and admiration. He was the old warrior 
facing the odds, facing a world seemingly bereft of joy. 

Ewing Johnston was called from us in the midst of 
his labours as he would have wished it, for he could never 
have been an invalid. We shall miss him most who knew 
him best and loved him most. 

To Mrs. and Miss Johnston goes out the deepest 
sympathy of the whole profession in the great loss they 
have sustained in one who above all else loved his home. 


The funeral was private but was largely attended by 
representatives of all classes of the community. Our 
profession was represented by many practitioners and by 
members of the Government Services, the N.V.M.A. 
being represented by the following veterinary surgeons: 
Messrs. McAllan, Lamont, J. Thompson, Cassells, Kerr 
and Shanks. 

In the course of a tribute to the late Mr. Ewing 
Johnston, whose death we recorded with deep regret 
in our last issue, the Belfast News-Letter states: 
“ All his life he was a keen lover of animals, particularly 
horses, and his entrants were frequently successful in 
Ulster and Dublin jumping competitions. . The best- 


94 No. 5. Wen. 52. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


February 3rd, 1940. 


known of these was probably Blue Cross which had to be 
destroyed, through advancing years, little more than a 
week ago. 

“A Justice of the Peace, Mr. Johnston held a number 
of important public appointments in his career. During 
the Great War he was Veterinary Officer at the Balmoral 
Remounts Depot, and his services there were officially 
recognised when the M.B.E. was conferred on him. He 
was Belfast Corporation’s inspector under the Diseases of 
Animals Act. At agricultural shows in many parts of 
the Province he often acted as judge and honorary 
veterinarian. 

““A member of the Royal Ulster Agricultural Society, 
and Chairman of the Horse Committee for years, he was 
also chief veterinary surgeon to the Society and to the 
Royal Dublin Society. He acted for his Grace the 
Governor, Down Royal Corporation, and many local 
authorities in Ulster, and was a well-known figure at the 
Maze, as well as at Ballsbridge and Balmoral. 

“Mr. Johnston was for many years a member of 
May Street Presbyterian congregation, but when he and 
his family removed to the outskirts of the city he wor- 
shipped at McCracken Memorial Church. He was a 
member of the Masonic Order and a Unionist in politics. 
In the Ulster Volunteer Force days he was connected 
with the mounted corps.” It should be added that Mr. 
Ewing Johnston was Veterinary Officer to the Army 
Command in Belfast. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE © 


Lonpon GazeTTE—War OrFricE—REGULAR ARMY 
(EMERGENCY Commissions, R.A.V.C.) 


January 30th.—Capt. and Bt.-Maj. E. Ross Smith, late 
R.E. (S.R.) to be Lt. (September 28th, 1939). 


‘TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS 


January 30th.—Maj. J. Facer, t.p., from Active List, 
to be Maj. (January 31st). 


PERSONAL 
PRESENTATION TO Mr. WALTER RUSSELL, F.R.C.V.S. 


At the Windsor Hotel, Cork, on January 22nd, Mr. 
Walter Russell, F.R.c.v.s., on retiring from the position 
of Veterinary Inspector, Department of Agriculture, was 
the recipient of a presentation. 


Mr. J. A. McMenamin, M.R.c.v.s., Veterinary Super- 
visor, in making the presentation, which consisted of a 
handsome tea set, spoke in eulogistic terms of Mr. 
Russell’s popularity while on the staff, and in a brief 
résumé of his activities, said that Mr. Russell graduated 
at Edinburgh in 1896. He was then in association with 
the late Mr. J. H. H. Peard, m.r.c.v.s., Cork, and acted as 
Secretary and Clerk of the Course to the Cork Park Race 
Committee. Some years were spent in Birmingham and 
Dublin in practice during which he obtained his Fellow- 
ship. He returned to Dublin in 1901 and acted as Secre- 
tary and Clerk of the Course to ihoenix Park Club Race 
Committee, from which he went as Veterinary Advisor 
and Stud Manager to the late Mr. Boss Croker. 

Here he was responsible for the management of such 
well-known sires as Orby, Clonmel, Rhodora, etc. He 
subsequently joined the Department of Agriculture staff 
in 1912, from which he recently retired. 

Messrs. O'Neill, Hynes and Crowley also spoke, the 
last-named conveying the good wishes expressed in letters 
received from the members of the staff throughout Eire. 


_ Mr. Russell made suitable acknowledgment. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSE SCHEME AND MEAT 
INSPECTION 


“While the Ministry of Food have appointed slaughter- 
houses spread all over the country, and divided into seven 
areas,’ comments the Meat Trades Journal in its issue 
of last week, “ they have so far apparently appointed no 
qualified officials to provide a meat inspection service, 
neither have the Ministry of Health, although in many 
of these areas the local authorities have no qualified 
officers of experience to deal with the extra slaughtering. 
It will be readily appreciated that these authorities are 
reluctant to place a further burden upon their rates for 
the inspection of meat which in many instances will not 
be consumed within their areas. In order that a co- 
ordinated efficient and standardised service may be 
provided to safeguard the interests of trader and con- 
sumer alike it is important that the two Ministries 
affected get together and come to some arrangement.” 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE NEWS 
SERVICE 


The following sections are reproduced from the 
Ministry of Agriculture News Bulletin for January 
13th: — 

Sucar 


Whatever may have been the peace-time criticisms of 
sugar beet growing in this country, it is a crop for which 
we may be thankful in time of war. The 1939 crop 
produced 500,000 tons of sugar or one-third of our war- 
time requirements, and released the cargo space of more 
than a hundred ships for carrying other goods. This 
year we must grow even more of it and an increased 
acreage of 50,000, or about 17 per cent., is aimed at. 
This will bring our sugar acreage up to 390,000. There 
are few branches of farming where the buyer takes such 
a fatherly interest in the grower. The factories maintain 
field staffs of practical men to visit growers who need 
their help; they give assistance in such matters as seed, 
manuring and cultivations and they advance credit up 
to £5 per acre of beet with a limit of £200. The factories 
produce lime as a by-product and growers can obtain this 
in liberal quantities at less than the cost of cartage. 


Another by-product is sugar beet pulp, well known 
to most farmers as a very satisfactory food for dairy 
cattle and other stock. Every grower of beet has the 
first call on 1} cwt. of this pulp for every ton of beet 
delivered to the factory and the new contract safeguards 
them against any rise in the price of this feeding stuff, 
of which some 350,000 tons were produced last year. 
But pulp is not the only feeding stuff that sugar beet 
provides. The weight of the tops and leaves is almost 
equal to the weight of the beet and their feeding value ‘s 
much higher than many suppose. One acre of tops 
supplemented by a grass run will keep from 90 to 100 
ewes for a week and theoretically 25 lb. of fresh, clean 
tops have the same feeding value as 40 Ib. of mangolds. 
In practice, 25 acres of tops are considered equivalent to 
15 acres of, turnips. The tops are on the ground and so 
cost nothing | for cartage or spreading. If a large acreage 
is grown, those not immediately required can be very 
simply made into silage. If no stock are kept, the tops 
make an excellent green manure when ploughed in. 


MAINTAINING OUR PoULTRY STOCKS 


Co-operation Between General Farmers and Specia!- 
ists —The feeding stuffs position has made it necessary ‘0 
look more than ever to the general farmer for maintainir.g 
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the poultry stock of the country, for he is not so depen- 
dent upon imported feeding stuffs. But he can help in 
this emergency not only by keeping birds himself but by 
making arrangements with neighbouring _ specialist 
poultry farmers to provide land on which their stock can 
run. This is an obvious national economy, but also it 
should be of mutual benefit to the two classes of pro- 
ducers. For poultry are great improvers of grassland, 
especially if it has fallen back into rather poor condition, 
and Mr. Thomas Turney, the successful Midlands 
agriculturist, has shown how poultry on the general 
farm, up to 50 birds per acre, can obtain from the pastures 
and stubble nearly 30 per cent. of their total require- 
ments. 


First WEEK OF LivE Stock CONTROL 


Fewer Animals Offered After Heavy Marketings.— 
The first week of full live stock marketing control seems 
to have passed off smoothly, but with very marked reduc- 
tions in the numbers of stock marketed. This was 
expected; marketings before control came in were abnor- 
mally heavy and farmers had not got into the new ways 
of giving 12 days’ notice, sending to a selected centre 
and so on. Perhaps some of the more cautious were also 
waiting to see how their neighbours’ cattle fared under 
the grading test before sending in their own. In antici- 
pation of such happenings, large supplies of imported 
meat are available in case of any temporary slackening in 
home-killed supplies. 


FORWARDING OF CALVES TO COLLECTING CENTRES 


The Ministry of Food announced on January 22nd 
that calves under three weeks old (“‘ bobbies”’) may be 
presented at a Collecting Centre for sale to the Ministry 
of Food without previous notification of entry. Farmers 
are requested, however, to give as much notice as pos- 
sible of the presentation of this class of stock. 


Errata.—In the report of Dr, I. A. Galloway’s film and 
demonstration on foot-and-mouth disease published in 
our issue of January 20th (report of the December 
meeting of the Central Veterinary Society), the following 
corrections should be noted: In Table 1, on page 45, 
the number of outbreaks for Sweden, 1938, should be 
3,260 (not 3,266), the total for 1937-39 (column 4) 6,075 
(not 5,075), and the total of outbreaks for 1937-39 for 
Great Britain 460 (not 451) [this latter error occurred 
because in the 1939 column Dr. Galloway originally had 
only 87 outbreaks, i.e., up to December 5th]. Similarly, 
on page 46, column 1, in the second paragraph, 4,988 
should be 5,988. In paragraph 3, column 1, page 47, 
line 1, eastern should read western, i.e., “In Holland 
and the western parts of Germany . . .” 


Among the grants to the University of Oxford grate- 
fully accepted in congregation on January 23rd, was one 
of a sum not exceeding £500 from the Rockefeller Foun- 
dation towards the equipment of an operating theatre 
and the current expenses of one year’s research work on 
the regeneration of nerves undertaken by the Department 
ot Zoology and Comparative Anatomy. 


* * * 


At a recent meeting of the Pembrokeshire Public 
Health Committee it was unanimously decided to ask 
the Ministry of Agriculture for their observations upon 
branding the reactors from attested herds, 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
f post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's 
issue. 
The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the _— or rte received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 
* * 


WINDSOR LAD 
To THE EpITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—As one of the veterinary surgeons engaged on 
this case but on the opposite side to my friend Mr. 
Reynolds, I feel that the profession will expect some 
reply to his letter, which was published in your issue of 
January 27th. 

I am at a loss to understand the object of his remarks. 
The case is finished with and the horse belongs no longer 
to his client. I feel that I am competent to deal only 
with the professional or scientific aspect of the case. 
May I enlighten Mr. Reynolds as to the origin of the 
statement of which he complains? It was issued by 
the Sun Insurance Co, after consultation with their legal 
and veterinary advisers. 

The Windsor Lad case was an important one and I 
can assure Mr. Reynolds that it will not be treated as 
“scrap.” The veterinary surgeons with whom I have 
been associated will welcome the publication of all the 
details of the case; the full official shorthand notes and 
relevant documents of the arbitration are all available 
and we are already investigating one method by means 
of which this end may be achieved: being the arbiters 
of our own morals we look upon the publication as a duty 
which we owe to our profession. 

We welcome the suggestion that the horse’s head be 
submitted to an exhaustive post-mortem examination 
when the time comes for him to depart this life. At the 
present time as he is in full enjoyment of life we can 
see no reason why he should be debarred from service at 
stud or why his life should be abruptly terminated in 
order to see if there is some “ unusual” diseased condi- 
tion affecting the air sinuses of the right side of the head. 
May I remind Mr. Reynolds that we have had the privi- 
lege of inspecting this horse’s sinuses during life. We 
found nothing within other than those conditions one 
expects to find in an infected sinus. 

I do not intend to pursue this correspondence further. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. McCunn. 
* * * 


THE PUBLIC AND THE VETERINARY 
PROFESSION 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—The matter of the death of the Giant Panda and 
the subsequent post-mortem examination by the Royal 
College of Surgeons, with the publicity it has received, 
seems but to emphasise what must surely be apparent to 
many of us, namely, that as a profession we have lost, 
or never succeeded in gaining, the confidence of the 
public. How otherwise can we explain such facts ‘as the 
withholding’ of authority to inspect meat from veterinary 
surgeons, as such, the general growth of animal clinics, 
the very general impulse to consult the chemist for small 
animal treatment, the great number of flourishing quacks, 
the free testing of farm animals offered by a farm paper— 
and very recently an article in the Daily Telegraph on 
the recruitment for the “learned professions”’ omitted 
to mention the veterinary profession while’ including 
those of medicine, dentistry, the law, etc.: and now the 
Zoological Society passes us over in favour of the Royal 
College of Surgeons. 

After 56 years of legal recognition the public is not 
yet cognisant of the value of the title of “ Veterinary 
Surgeon,” and gaily accords the same recognition to any 
quack, and we ourselves, while prosecuting any written 
infringement by the unqualified, condone the error by such 
a general use of the adjective “ qualified” in conjunction 
with veterinary surgeon; thus a firm advertising in the 
Veterinary Record states that production of sera, etc., 
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s “under the supervision of a qualified veterinary sur- 
geon,” and many other instances may constantly be seen. 
Let it be thoroughly understood that the title “ Veter- 
inary Surgeon” alone denotes full qualification—no 
more is necessary; anything less is complete disqualifica- 
tion. 

The fault must be admitted to be ours if after this 
length of time, during which we have had the education 
and regulation of the profession in our hands, we have 
so signally failed to impress ourselves favourably upon 
our clients, and of this blame a large share must fall 
upon our colleges, a fact which was no doubt recognised 
by those responsible for setting up the Loveday Com- 
mittee whose findings corroborated that opinion. 

It would appear that the N.V.M.A. could do a useful 
service by, say, setting up a committee on Public Relations 
to examine these questions and recommend suitable 
action, both privately and through the Press, to correct 
the unfortunate impression apparently so widespread. 

faithfully, 
G. S. Murr. 
Greenmount, 
Needham Market, 
Suffolk. 
January 23rd, 1940. 


SCOTTISH ZOOLOGICAL PARK 
POST-MORTEM EXAMINATION OF ANIMALS 


To THE Ep!ItoR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—With reference to Major Kirk’s letter which 
appeared in the Veterinary Record for January 20th, 
1940, it may interest some of your readers to know, that, 
when the Zoological Society of Scotland in 1913 estab- 
lished the Zoological Park, Edinburgh, an arrangement 
was made with the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College that 
all animals dying in the Park should be submitted to 
post-mortem examination in my Department and a report 
on the post-mortem findings send to the Director-Secre- 
tary of the Society for submission to the Council. That 
arrangement has worked harmoniously for the past 26 
years. No charge is made to the Society, the supply of 
pathological material thus made available for teaching 
purposes being invaluable. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
D. C. MATHESON. 
Department of Pathology, Bacteriology, 
and Meat Inspection, 
Department of Poultry Diseases, 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh, 9. 
January 24th, 1940. 
* * * 


PREVENTION OF SLAUGHTER OF 
IN-CALF COWS 


To THE EpIToR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—In your Parliamentary columns last week you re- 
produced the following reply by the Minister of Agri- 
culture to a question regarding the slaughter of many 
in-calf cows and what steps he proposes to take to stop 
this practice: “Il am aware that, owing to the increased 
demand for home produced meat of all descriptions, there 
has been an increase in the sales of fat cows for slaughter, 
but I have no information as to the number of such 
animals that were in calf. The Ministry of Food is now 
the sole purchaser of all fat beasts for slaughter at fixed 
prices, and the certifying authorities at collecting centres 
have been instructed by that Department not to purchase 
any animal which in their opinion is pregnant, unless 
they are satisfied that the condition of the animal is such 
that slaughter i is necessary.’ 

Once again a Government Department has shown com- 
plete disregard for the sight of the profession to be 
regarded as the competent authority to deal with such 
matters as that recorded. 

The certifying authority may be composed of men 
experienced enough in their own particular jobs, but 
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should they be allowed to undertake this essentially 
veterinary duty without challenge? 
Yours sincerely, 
Joun C. GRANT. 

The North of Scotland College of Agriculture, 

Veterinary Department, 

Marischal College, 
Aberdeen. 

January 20th, 1940. 


* * 


OLD SERVANTS OF THE ROYAL 
VETERINARY COLLEGE 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—Graduates of the London Veterinary College 
during the last 20 years and, indeed, some whose 
memories of that Institution go back as long as 40 years, 
will learn with regret that amongst over 40 recent dis- 
missals there are four old and trusted servants of the 
College who have been given notice to terminate their 
engagements. 

The war has admittedly caused a great upheaval but it 
is most regrettable to learn that such humble and yet 
worthy men must suffer the loss of their employment. 
All who have studied pathology at the Royal Veterinary 
College will remember “ George,” who, as time marched 
on, graduated to become “ Old George.” There will be 
many who do not know his surname, but they will not 
readily forget this conscientious man with his shrewd 
touch of gentle humour. How he could delight one 
with his stories of the past and what pleasure it is to 
remember some of his “ back chat” with Sir John 
M’Fadyean. George has served the College for 40 
years—a good and faithful servant. 

Then there is Hitchings—foreman and _ general 
factotum whose abilities knew no bounds: builder, 
plumber, engineer, farrier, and coach in shoeing and stable 
management. There was little this remarkable man 
could not do and it is doubtful whether the College 
could have run as smoothly as it did in the old days and 
during the difficulties of rebuilding had it not been for 
his energy and resourcefulness. It was only necessary to 
suggest and the apparently impossible was done. What 
an asset he would have been to a practising member. 

Next we have Sibley—Janitor for many years—the man 
who made the “Front Gate” run smoothly—friend of 
all and counsellor to generations of students and clients. 
He was a big-hearted man who did a very trying job in 
an exceptionally tactful and conscientious manner and 
was a veritable encyclopaedia of general information. 

Next—‘“ Old Nash.” Was there ever a better odd job 
man than he? He was the typical old time servant, 
unobtrusive, willing and conscientious to a degree. In 
his humble sphere, Nash endeared himself to all and it 
is doubtful if he can ever be completely replaced. 

Now after many years of noble service, these men are 
with us no more. We may blame the war, but we cannot 
forget them. 

The object of this letter is to put upon record some 
appreciation of their services to the London Veterinary 
College and to invite past graduates to subscribe towards, 
a fund which will provide each with some small memento 
of the time they were engaged in work which both directl’ 
and indirectly was of considerable value to present and 
past graduates of the London Veterinary Cellege. Dona- 
tions may be earmarked for any particular individual, if 
so desired, and will be gratefully acknowledged by the 
Hon, Treasurer of the fund, Mr. “2 E. Bywater, Town 
Hall, Stratford, London, E. 15. 

We are, 

Yours faithfully, 

R. C. G. Hancock, 
S. F. J. Hopcman, 
W. PERRYMAN, 
A. W. STABLEFORTH, 
B. O. E. WALPOLE, 
W. R. Woo.prince, 
H. E. Bywater. 
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DOSE (for dogs). 


PRICE 1/6 per Ib. 


5/6 per Ib. 


Established 1793. 


BISMA-CALNA CREAM 


(VETERINARY) 
The Combined Carbonates of BISMUTH, MAGNESIUM, CALCIUM and SODIUM 


BISMA-CALNA CREAM will be found most effective in the treatment of Acute Gastritis. 
Ordinary cases of Indigestion are speedily relieved, and in the more serious digestive troubles 
gratifying results will be obtained by the continued employment of BISMA-CALNA CREAM. 


In acute cases, half teaspoonful to one tablespoonful, according to size and 
breed, every two hours; later reduced to twice daily. 


Iodine. 


Winchesters 1/4 per lb. 


CHEVALIOD 


‘A safe and reliable Ointment containing 
Excellent for the treatment of Glandular Swellings and relief of pain. 


Non-irritating and non-desquamating. 


7 Ibs. 5/= per Ib. 


JOHN RICHARDSON & Co., Leicester, Ltd. 


Manufacturing Chemists. 
LEICESTER. 


Incorporated 1891 
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most generally useful 
antibacterial agent available 


Its essential action, prompt and effective 
stimulation of natural immunity response, 
produces remarkable clinical improvement 
when applied to the endotoxic infections 
of all animals. 


Use DAVENIL in-———— 


| @ Acute septic con- 

Major HAMILTON KIRK, 

M.R.C.V.S. | @ Infective Dermatites 
| Issued in rubber-capped 


phials of 50 c.c. at 20/- 
subject to discount. 


with in a masterly fashion.” SPICER LTD. 
BAILLIERE, TINDALL & COX WATFORD 


8, Henrietta Street, London, W.C ‘HERTS. 
Phone: Watford 5284 


DIAGNOSIS 


(CLINICAL & RADIOLOGICAL) 
For the 
Canine and Feline Surgeon 
WITH TREATMENT 
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‘Nema’ Worm Capsules 


(P., D. & Co.) 


ETRACHLORETHYLENE is an effective anthelmintic for the removal 
of roundworms from dogs and silver foxes, roundworms from pigs and 
poultry, and stomach worms from sheep and goats. Practical trial has 

shown that a single administration in proper dosage will remove from 95 to 

100 per cent of these intestinal parasites. 

“ Nema ” Worm Capsules (P., D. & Co.) contain chemically pure tetra- 
chlorethylene, and ‘are tinted with a harmless dye to render them distinctive. 
The capsules are supplied in various sizes, to enable the dose to be graded 
according to the weight of the animal treated, as follows: — 


Capsules No. 188 contain 0-2 c.c. and afe suitable for puppies, toy dogs, cats and 
fox-cubs. No. 191 contain 0-5 c.c. and are suitable for small pigs, half-grown silver foxes, 
young chickens and young turkeys. No. 157 contain | c.c. and are suitable for small pigs, 
small dogs and adult fowls. No. 189 contain 2-5 c.c. and are suitable for pigs and lambs 
of 50 lb. weight, and medium-sized dogs. No. 190 contain 5 c.c. and are suitable for 
pigs and sheep over 150 lbs. weight, for large-sized dogs and also for horses and mules. 


Full particulars will be furnished on request. 


PARKE, DAVIS & CO., 50 BEAK ST., LONDON, W.1 
| Laboratories: Hounslow, Middlesex. Inc. U.S.A., Liability Ltd. 
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